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Comments from the Director
I’ve now been working for your museum for nearly a year and with two major
exhibits displayed, numerous news articles on the museums development and
many other successes in such a short time, we have come such a long way. All of
this has been accomplished by a large team of internal and external volunteers
and dedicated people, which I have been happy to work with. This is what it
takes for your museum to exist and succeed.
With that said, some of you may have noticed that some of our rates for
researche have increased at the beginning of the year. Despite our goal of providing the most cost effective service to our customers, we had to increase our
charges in order to ensure we are able to preserve our documents for the future
generation of researchers. What many may not realize, is that in order to properly preserve our document archives which consist of over 1.3 million documents, our facility needs to be climate controlled. Our interior temperature and
Joe Hursey
humidity require a very stringent setting and this is extremely expensive; this climate control is how we minimize the deterioration of documents and artifacts. Currently, what we receive in dollars from our visiting researchers only covers about one sixth what it takes to preserve these documents, so please
understand our research rate increases. If you have any questions about this, please contact me at whursey@
hotmail.com or 913-294-4940.
On another note, we did receive a most generous grant form Paola City. This grant is to procure 2 iPad tablets
that will be used within the museum. I’ve spent the last few months developing this idea/concept for use within
the museum using QR codes. Well it has become a hit amongst our visitors and numerous other museums, libraries and a college, who have heard of our work being done and would like to develop this concept within their
own facilities. We are currently the only museum throughout the Midwest using this technology, which means
we have a lot of museums paying close attention to how this project proceeds; so far so good. If you would like a
first hand demonstration, come on in and try it for yourself.
Joe Hursey

College History Courses Held in the Museum
Recently we were asked by the Dean of the Fort Scott Community College Extension office if we could hold a
history class in the museum. The college heard about our work here in developing the local history and thought
it would be a great atmosphere to educate our local students. The focus of the initial class is U.S. History, but
within the museum setting, students will be able to relate U.S. history to local historical events.
Our first college history class was held this spring in the museum and will end May 17th. The college has already scheduled two more history classes starting in the fall. We believe that this program will be a great advantage to the students, college and museum in the education of promotion of U.S. and local history.

Page 3

President’s Message
Your Board of Directors meets
once a month with an agenda
designed to enhance the capabilities and financial security of
the Museum and Genealogy operations. The Board reviews the
minutes, monitors the financial
position, receives a report from
the Museum Director covering
all the current activities of the
museum, and receives a report
from the Genealogy Department including the hours
spent on research for outside sources.

The Board monitors the membership numbers and develops membership drives both for individuals and businesses. We also discuss and help plan the fundraising opportunities that are so important in covering the ongoing
expenses of the Museum.
We currently have two vacancies on our Board of Directors. If you are interested in participating on the Board
here are the qualifications that we look for in new directors. Please contact Museum Director Joe Hursey if you
have an interest in becoming a director.
Qualifications
1. A keen interest in the preservation of the artifacts and
stories of Miami County’s past.
2. A willingness to assist in the fundraising for the museum.
3. An ability and readiness to devote time to attending the
meetings, fundraisers, and special events sponsored by the
museum.
Thanks for your very important support of the Miami
County Historical Museum. Our work could not be continued without your help.
Mike Gibson, President

Financial
The Miami County Historical Museum, Historical &
Genealogy Societies are a Non-Profit Organization with
a tax exempt status allowed by the Internal Revenue
Dept. Gift and Donations received by the Societies are
Deductible for Income Tax purposes. Fot additional information or questions regarding Endowments, Trusts,
etc., please contact us at 913-294-4940
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MINI MINUTES
These mini minutes are recorded for your information as
to what goes on during our meetings. It is the business of
these meetings that keeps us operating and a way to let you
(a member) in on the workings

DECEMBER
New Directors have been assigned to the vacant townships.
Mike Gibson, Marysville; Hannes Poetter, Member at Large;
Anne Davis & Jeff Hartl, Osage; Shelley Erickson, Ten Mile
and Marcia Cook, Wea.
Election of Officers, Mike Gibson for President and Shelley
Erickson as Secretary. They will be installed in January. Current Treasurer, Nina Gerken said she will resign in January so
a new Treasurer will need to be selected.
It was voted to change the meeting time to the first Thursday of the month at 3:00 p.m.. Discussion on having a 5
K Run for a fund raiser. Motion was made, seconded and
passed to have the Run. Plans will be in the works.
Discussion on the Volunteer Recognition Appreciation Dinner and was put on hold. Remodeling of the middle building
will begin soon. New paneling will be hung on the walls.
Discussion on membership drive for businesses and renewal of memberships.
JANUARY
The new officers conducted the meeting. Mike welcomed
everyone and gave a summary of his background and interest in history.
Nina submitted her resignation. Mike stated that Shelley
agreed to take the Treasurers position and vacate as Secretary, Marcia Cook offered to fill as Secretary, The motion was
made and seconded to accept these appointments and was
passed.
A new accounting system needs to be in place.
Director Joe Hursey reported that the museum is on track
for February exhibit. Big thanks to Jeff Hartl and Bernice
Chitwood for heavy lifting and moving of artifacts. A grand
opening is planned for Feb. 1st.
Discussion on a Haunted House tour. This was tabled to
next meeting.
The museum will participate again in Kansas Day activities. Joe will do the set up. Discussion on Accession process
of the museum. Guidelines need to be set. Mike appointed a
committee of Betty Bendorf, Ann Davis, Jeff Hartl, Berniece
Chitwood and Joe Hursey.
Betty Bendorf reported on research in the Library and
comparing to years before. Joe has set a new policy for genealogy research.
Mike stated the museum needs a strategic plan. Gary
Nevius, a Kansas City architect will tour the museum and
offer ideas and suggestions to best use our space.

FEBRUARY
It was suggested that we move current bank account to First
Citizens State Bank, Discussion, It was moved, seconded and
passed to accept this proposal.
Betty Bendorf volunteered to begin contacting past members to renew membership. Betty is briefing genealogy
researchers on the new rate changes.
Joe reported that the new exhibit is ready for display and
we have positive feedback from the public. We still need to
purchase 2 I-Pads for the use for guided tours.
Discussion on the interest shown at Kansas Day, also on the
5K run as a fund raiser. Mike Hursey because of his heavy
work load submitted his resignation.
MARCH
Meeting conducted by Vice Pres. Hannes Poetter.
Visitor Anita Cox, President of the Heartland Art Guild made
a presentation regarding the July Miniature Art show at the
museum. Discussion on the lighting and which room will be
used.
Director Joe Hursey gave March 31 as set for the Grand
Opening of the Museum exhibit. Invitations have been sent
out. Jeff Hartl will have refreshments along with Stephen &
Kristin Graue of Middle Creek Winery.
Joe is looking into the Kansas Works Program for volunteers. More discussion on the 5K run. March 26 is set for a
Fish Fry fund raiser at Fox Hall in Louisburg.
LIBRARY
Received in the Library are 2 large notebooks on genealogy.
“Water and the Word” “Abraham Wise Genealogy” by Lucille
Donaldson, Rachel Hayward and William M Caldwell, Jr”
1996. This family starts out in Germany, then to Pennsylvania, on to Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri and Kansas. There
is a lot of genealogy represented in these notebooks.
We have new research fees for the Library. It has become
necessary to help carry the load of paying the bills and it
helps preserve the written records we have in our Library.
These records are the originals and these are not completely
microfilmed. Many volunteers have given their time to put all
this together for presentation to the public. We have tried to
be in line with other research centers.
For non-member walk-in researchers we ask $15.00 per
hour. If you are a member it is $7.50. For e-mail or phone
queries we ask $25.00 per hour (non-member) and $12.50 for
a member. Color copies are $2.00 per page for non-members
and $1.00 per page for members. Black and white copies are
.50 each for non-members and .25 for members.
Copies of documents (Marriage certificates, school records,
probate records, land records, district court records)are $5.00
per page for non-member and $2.50 for member. So you can
see that we are offering quite an incentive to our members
and others to become members.

You have heard me report for many years about the progress
we were making on the District Court records. Many of our
volunteers have worked on this. They finally got entered on
the computer, then we had to proof read it all and now, believe
it or not, we have them in an index form so we can find the
records by name. Up to now they were known only by case
number. We thank the MANY volunteers who worked on this
project. We thank Louis Reed for setting up the program so we
could enter all the information and also to Louis for his help
in the finish work. He is also helping us to get the index ready
to put “on line”. This ought to be ready in a short time. Look
for it on our web page. We hope to get ready other indexes to
put “on line”.
We have taken some of our “out of date” books from the
Genealogy section of the shelves and have them up in the Gift
Shop for sale.
We have two full shelves of family genealogies that have been
given to the library and we thank the authors very much.
These are valuable books.
We will be doing more to streamline our research capabilities
in the future.
Betty Bendorf, Librarian
GUESTS AND VOLUNTEERS
This quarter there were 455 visitors to the museum from the
states of Kansas, Missouri, Florida, Oklahoma, Ohio, Washington, Arkansas, S. Dakota and Oregon
A total of 33 volunteers worked over 1,444 hours this quarter
in the museum. It should be noted that our volunteer history
researchers have put in many more hours than reported.
PLEASE NOTE THAT WE DO NOT USE OUR P.O. BOX
123, ONLY OUR STREET ADDRESS. THANK YOU

Louis W. & Dolpha Baehr
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Ultra Violet Ray Medical Kit
Within our museum we have a Violet Ray or “ultra violet device”. The Violet Ray device is an antique medical
device used in electrotherapy. This device applied a large amount of electricity to the body or hair but without
any shock; the only sensation being a pleasant warmth. Their construction usually feature a combination of a
disruptive discharge coil with an interrupter to apply a high voltage, high frequency, and low current to the human body for therapeutic purposes. Nikola Tesla invented the basic construction of the ultra violet device prior
to 1900. Most of these antique violet rays were produced in the U.S. before the Depression era.
Violet ray treatments were said to cure everything from lumbago and carbuncles, to simple treatments of the
hair, aches and pains of the body, and even freckles. Initially people were very skeptical about the claims that
were made for master treatments until they found that physicians not only strongly suggested its use, but also
treated their own patients with the device. Tens of thousands of these devices were sold for home use between
about 1915 and 1950 under names such as Masters, Elco and Renulife. During the 1940’s and 1950’s, makers of
violet ray devices were subjected to numerous lawsuits and multiple actions by the U.S. government including recalls, seizures, forfeitures and orders to have them destroyed. Master Electric, the last manufacturer of the violet
ray was subjected to a 1951 lawsuit in Marion, Indiana, and the devices were seized by the FDA. Eventually, the
cure-all claims were put to trial and most of the devices were banned by the FDA for making illegitimate claims.
By the 1980s the old violet ray devices began to be
discovered on a larger scale, and old kits began to
be pulled out of attics and basements. Today, violet
ray devices are experiencing resurgence in alternative medicine therapies. For example, currently you
may find dermatologists using devices based on
the same technology, in the treatment of acne and
in stimulation of the scalp for hair loss. They are
also marketed as ultraviolet tooth brushes and hair
removing instruments.
So what is the authentic use of Violet Ray machines you may ask? They are mainly for treating
minor skin conditions. Ozone kills bacteria and
high frequency currents are for dehydrating the
skin. Acne or similar conditions are often improved by the nature of these applications. Another
ability of the Violet Ray is the small electric spark to
destroy tissue which removes warts. The mild heating effects of these devices have the ability of relieving pain to a small extent. Unlike external heating
pads, Violet Ray electrode heat the body from the
inside-out, which is often more beneficial.
Artifact Research and Article by:
Hannah Kaiser,
Paola High School
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History’s Mysteries Number 6
I chose the Wea Creek Baptist Mission east of Paola as my next “History Mystery.”
While much is already known about this Indian Mission in Miami (then Lykins) County, there is apparently no photo of
the most well-known name connected to this historic site: David Lykins.
Here is a brief historical report of the mission site:

Wea Creek Indian Mission
A. This mission was established to serve the Indians who were promised a permanent home in Indian Territory by President Thomas Jefferson. The Miami, Wea, Piankeshaw, Peoria, Kaskaskia, Potawatomie, and Shawnee tribes were resettled to
present day Miami County, Kansas.
B. Between 1821 and 1856, the Presbyterian Church established nine missions in the Missouri-Kansas area. One of these
missions was established near Wea Creek. The mission society of the Presbyterian Church contracted to build a log house,
one and a half stories tall. The Rev. and Mrs. Wells Bushnell and Rev. and Mrs. Joseph Kerr and teacher Miss Nancy Henderson moved into the partially completed mission building on April 17, 1834. By late June the mission house for school
and church services had been built, along with a smoke house, com crib, spring house and other little conveniences.
C. The buildings of the Wea Mission were taken over in 1838 by the Osage (Marais des Cygnes) River sub-agency of the
Department of Indian Affairs. During the summer of 1839, small pox vaccinations were given at the agency location to 479
Indians horn area tribes. In 1843, the sub-agency was moved to a new location in eastern Kansas and the Wea Mission was
again vacated.
D. In March of 1843 the Indian Mission Association of the Southern Baptist Convention appointed Rev. and Mrs. David
Lykins as missionaries to the Wea Indians. David Lykins, his wife Abigail Ann Lykins and Miss Sara Ann Osgood established the Wea Baptist Mission. The school enrolled as many as 42 children at one time, serving the Wea, Piankeshaw, Kaskaskia and Peoria Indians. The mission, strongly desired by the Indians, received substantial financial and moral support
from Baptiste Peoria.
E. As a result of being adopted by the Confederated Indian Tribe and because of the Federal treaty signed in 1854, David
Lykins was given 800 acres of land by the United States Government. The original patent presented by President James Buchanan included the Wea Mission site. The Miami County Register of Deeds indicates that David Lykins sold or conveyed
the Mission Site property to Baptiste Peoria on June 3, 1854.
F. Oil was first found in a well in Kansas about 200 yards southeast of the Wea Mission site. In 1860, three oil wells were
dug in the Paola vicinity. David Lykins joined Dr. G.W. Brown, editor of the Lawrence Herald of Freedom in obtaining
leases on some 30,000 acres for exploration. The outbreak of the Civil War broke up the drilling operation. David Lykins
was arrested in June of 1861 and upon being released fled to Colorado Territory. He died August 13, 1864 and is buried in
Denver, Colorado.

Rev. /Dr. David Lykins
A.
In March of 1843 the Indian Mission Association of the Southern Baptist Convention appointed Rev. and Mrs. David Lykins as missionaries to the Wea Indians.
B.
Lykins, his wife Abigail Ann Lykins and Miss Sara Ann Osgood established the Wea Baptist Mission. The school enrolled as many as 42 children at one time, serving the Wea, Piankeshaw,
Kaskaskia and Peoria Indians.
C.
As a result of being adopted by the Confederated Indian Tribe and because of the Federal
treaty signed in 1854, David Lykins was given 800 acres of land by the United States Government.

continued on page 15

Phil Reaka

Page 7

From Lykins to Miami County Early Government 1854 to 1880
by Jim Bousman
On January 22, 1854 Stephen A. Douglas introduced in the U. S. Senate what became known as the Kansas-Nebraska
Bill. One provision of the bill, section 32, provided for “squatter’s sovereignty” and the bill was signed into law on
May 30, 1854. On June 30th, A.H. Reeder became the first Governor of Kansas Territory.
On March 30, 1855, the first Territorial election took place. The voting district, which included Miami County, cast
377 votes for the pro-slavery ballot and 91 for the free-state. However, a subsequent investigation found 380 illegal
votes cast in the district. In this first election, the pro-slavery candidates were elected. Those elected were: Members
of the Council - A. M. Coffee and David Lykins
House of Representatives - W. A. Heiskell; Allen Wilkinson*; Henry Younger**; and Samuel Scott.
* Killed May 24, 1856.
* * Henry Younger never lived in Kansas and was the father of Cole, Bob and Jim Younger.
On July 3, 1855, the Territorial Legislature organized Lykins County: bordered on the North by Johnson County,
East by Missouri, South by Linn County, and West by Franklin County. Paola was selected as the permanent seat of
justice. Lykins County was originally 24 square miles, but a later act changed the county to 24 ½ miles from East to
West and 24 miles from North to South. Basically, the center of Miami County is 38 degrees and 57 minutes N by 94
degrees and 84 minutes W longitude.
On January 15, 1856 Territorial Officers, Congressional Delegate, and the Territorial Legislature were elected under
the Topeka Constitution by Free-state by voters. Then on October 6, 1856 Congressional Delegate, the Territorial
Legislature, and a call for a Constitutional Convention were approved by Pro-slavery voters.
On May 20, 1857, the population of Lykins County was 1,352: of which 413 were designated as legal voters. Lykins
County sent David Lykins, William A. Heiskell, and J.T. Bradford as delegates to the Lecompton Constitutional
Convention. Of the three, only Heiskell and Bradford signed the Lecompton Constitution. On December 12th, H.H.
Williams was elected Senator under the Lecompton Constitution.
On August,9 1857, the Free-State party under the Topeka Constitution elected officers. Lykins County was represented in the house by E.W. Robinson and J.W. Stewart. S.L Adair was elected to the senate. On October 5th, Lykins
County was represented in the Territorial Legislature by A. J. Shannon, John Hanna, M.J. Parrott, and H. B. Standiford . G.A. Colton was elected as the Assistant Secretary of the Council.
The struggle for a territorial constitution continued into 1858. On January 4th, the third session of the Territorial
Legislature met at Lecompton. Also on January 4th, a second vote on the Lecompton Constitution showed Lykins
County casting a lop sided vote against the Constitution. Then on March 9th , G.A. Colton, Thomas Roberts and A.
Knapp were elected as delegates to the Leavenworth Constitutional convention.
Finally, on October 4, 1859, the citizens of Kansas Territory adopted the Wyandotte Constitution (Lykins county
was represented by B .F .Simpson and W. P. Dutton) .
Under this constitution, B. F. Simpson became the first Attorney General, W.W. Updegraff was elected to the Council and G.A. Colton and W.R. Wagstaff to the house. M.J.
Parrott was elected delegate to Congress. It should be noted that W.W. Updegraff was the
President of the Council and G.A. Colton was Speaker of the House.
While the struggle for a constitution was being played out, the population of Lykins
County continued to grow. The county was initially governed by a Probate Judge and two
commissioners. The first Probate Judge was Issac Jacobs. The first commissioners were
James Beets and L.D. Williams. W.A. Heiskell was the first clerk of the Board of County
Commissioners.

Jim Bousman
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On February 12, 1858 the form of government changed to a Board of Supervisors. The Board was made up of one
supervisor for each township and where no township existed, three supervisors were chosen at large. The first meeting
under this form of government was held on April 19, 1858. The second meeting ( Morgan Cronkhite, Chairman, Supervisors J. Phillips and Abram Ellis) was held to subdivide the county into townships. On May 1st, townships and voting
precincts were established .
Interestingly, with the exception of changes in boundaries to create Ten Mile and Valley Townships, the townships are
much the same as today. There was one township name change. Mound township was originally named “Battle Mound”
after an 1856 battle in which John Brown Sr. participated. However, it was later discovered the battle took place in Linn
County; so the name was changed to Mound.
The first meeting of the full Board of Supervisors met on June 5, 1858. The members of the board were:
W. R. Wagstaff
W. S. Nichols
Elias Stoker
John M. Ellis
J. H. King
Elias Smith
Abram Ellis
N. B. DeFord, Chairman
T. C. Warren
Morgan Cronkhite
J. M. Walthall

Paola
Stanton
Sugar Creek
Wea
Richland
Osage
Miami
Middle Creek
Marysville
Osawatomie
Mound

According to the Territorial Superintendent of Public Instruction, Lykins County had 11 school districts, 144 persons of
school age, with 52 enrolled in school. The census of 1860 showed Lykins county with a population of 5,095.
The first session of district court in Lykins County was held on November 22, 1858. The court consisted of the Honorable Rush Elmore, Associate Justice of the Territorial Supreme Court, Sheriff H.H. Williams, Clerk of the Court S. McArthur, and County Attorney B. F. Simpson. G.W. Miller, E.W. White, G.A. Colton, George W. Covert and Charles A. Foster
were admitted to the bar. During the session, the docket consisted of one civil case and three criminal cases. The Grand
Jury returned 39 indictments, the most popular criminal case was selling liquor to Indians.
When Kansas became a state on January 29, 1861, the state and county government changed. Thomas Roberts became
the Probate Judge; E. W. Robinson the Clerk of the District Court; W. T. Shively-Assessor; J.M. Ellis, Israel Christie and
R.W. Shipley County Commissioners.
On June 4, 1861, the name Lykins County was changed to Miami County.
The following is a summary list of County Officials:
State Senators-With date of election J. H. Phillips, 1859; Thomas Roberts, 1861; Johnson Clark, 1862;
G. A. Colton, 1864; David Anderson, 1866; H. H. Williams, 1868;
E. H. Topping, 1870 and 1872; William Jones, 1874;
B. F. Simpson, 1876; Leonard Bradbury, 1880.
Members of the House of Representatives - With date of election A. Ellis, G. A. Colton, 1859; G. W. Miller, B. F. Simpson, 1860; W. R. Wagstaff, H. Rice, 1861; I. Christie, A. Ellis, L. C.
Connery, 1862; William Chestnut, T. H. Ellis, W. G. McCulloch, 1863; H. Updegraff, J. A. Kendall, William Huffman,
1866; H. H. Williams, J. W. Gossett, William Huffman, 1867; W. Hyner-Taylor, H. B. Smith, 1868; Reuben Smith, E. H.
Topping, E. W. Green, 1869; H. B. Smith, B. F. Simpson, J. M. Carpenter, 1870; J. W. Beaty, Reuben Smith, 1872;
J. C. Carey, M. Finkham, 1873; T. E. Smith, F. M. Fain, 1874; Eli Davis, J. C. Nichols, 1875; Eli Davis, L. Hendrickson, G. F.
Tracey, 1876; J. W. Games, James Martin, H. Rice, 1878; J. W. Games, Henry Post, and H. Rice, 1880.

continued on page 14
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Exhibit Open House
On March 30th, we had an open house for our newest exhibit which features numerous photos on canvass,
exhibits and displays on Miami County history, as well as iPads for visitor use that provided interaction with
some of our exhibits. Similar to last year’s exhibit that focused on the period of 1850’s to 1870’s, this new exhibit
overlapped and extended last years photo exhibit spanning 1870’s to about 1915.
The exhibit opening turned out to be a very successful one with many museum supporters in attendance as well
as museum staff and local historians who worked on the team that assembled this exhibit. Also one of the best
supporters of our museum, Middle Creek Winery out of Louisburg was on hand serving their great wines for
our guest. Other supporters of this event were Troy Malone of “The Grand Format” of Hillsdale who printed our
photos on canvass; his work in printing along with our own Roger Shipman’s skills in photo rework really produced a top quality display that we can be proud of for years to come. Further more, Jeff Hartl’s catering provided great appetizers for all on hand.
Lastly, we would like to thank the Louis and Dolpha Baehr Foundation for their most generous grant that made
this exhibit possible. Without the generosity of them and many others, it would make our job impossible to
bring Miami County the best museum exhibits possible. This current exhibit will be on display until at least the
end of 2012.
If you have any questions about this event, please call the museum at 913-294-4940 or email at whursey@hotmailcom.

Fish Fry Fundraiser!
On March 26th, Marcia Cook of the Louisburg Chamber of Commerce organized and held a Fish Fry Fundraiser
for the museum. The fish were graciously caught, cooked and provided by Greg Graham and his loyal team of
local fisherman/cooks. This event had to be one of our most successful fundraising events in the last year.
For the museum’s part in this fundraiser, we provided some displays, artifacts and photos of Louisburg history
for the local public’s viewing who attended the fish fry. The exhibit featured Doc Kelly’s medical bag, photos of
Brullman’s Hardware and Implement store and several other items and photos.
Overall this fundraiser raised $698 for the museum. For this outstanding support, we would like to thank the
people of Louisburg, Greg Graham and his awesome fish frying team and especially Marcia Cook for her hard
work in organizing this event.

Betty Bendorf visits with fry cook John Gangle.

Page 10

Cindy Green from Senator Jim Morgans office checks out items on
display at the fish fry.

Stephen and Kristin Graue dispense their great wines
to the joy of many.

Joe Hursey and Kathy Lovig, chairwoman of the Baehr

foundation, dedicating the Louis W. & Dolpha Baehr
Gallery.

Beatrix Hursey, Caralee & Phil Reaka with Marcia
Cook visit during the open house.

Jeff Hartel provided goodies for the attendees at the
open house.

Open house attendees file into the newly dedicated
Baehr Gallery.
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The Louis W. & Dolpha Baehr Gallery

This section recalls church and school images from the The growth of banking and business artifacts on display in this area.
past.

The agriculture portion of the Baehr Gallery show
tools and photos of that time.

The the many facets of goverment on display in this
section.
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Transportation “Trails to Rails” explains the growth of
Miami County during the late 1800s.

Joe Hursey dedicating Baehr Gallery.

Ancient Americans
The first men to step onto the New World were known as the Paleo Indians. Judging on the evidence of Paleo Indian
remains discovered in North America, this “land bridge” crossing from Siberia to Alaska took place around 15,000
B.C. These people were able to cross a land bridge linking Asia with North America, because during the Late Pleistocene period continent sized glaciers pulled water from the oceans, which lowered the sea level by nearly 400 feet.
These same glaciers, many covering parts of North American, prevented the Paleo Indians from initially spreading
across all parts of the continent.
Evidence shows that Paleo Indians were probably nomadic people who crossed the land bridge as hunter and gatherers. Their tribal groups consisted in size of 25 to 50 people and they hunted the large animals such as bears, buffalo
and caribou and some smaller animals. Their instruments of hunting were simple long and short spears.
Why is all this important to Miami County? We currently have on display numerous Paleo Indian artifacts. Most
are hand tools ranging from scraping and grinding instruments to many types of arrow and spear points. These
were found by Miami County conservationist, Sam Hertha around the Hillsdale Lake area in the 1970’s. Sam Hertha
contacted the Archeology Department at the University of Wichita who came to Miami County and conducted an
excavation.
The results of the University of Wichita’s excavation produced hundreds of ancient artifacts, some dating more than
12,000 years old. The excavation also provided valuable evidence of the existence of Paleo Indians living in Miami
County for thousands of years before our well known native Indian tribes such as the Osage.
Joe Hursey
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contiued from page 9

Judge of District Court - With date of election Hiram Stevens, 1869; W. R. Wagstaff, 1881.
United States Marshall - With date of appointment B. F. Simpson, 1879.
County Commissioners - When the county organization was first elected the body corresponding to the present Board of
County Commissioners consisted of the Probate Judge and two Commissioners. The first Board, according to the records
still preserved, held its first meeting April 2, 1857, and consisted of A. H. McFadin, Probate Judge, and James Beets and L.
D. Williams, “gentlemen Commissioners.”Previously Isaac Jacobs was Probate Judge; and subsequently Cyrus Tator in 1858.
The county was then governed by a Board of Supervisors, one from each township, until 1860, when the County Commissioner system was established.
The first meeting was held April 2, 1860, and the first Board consisted of Israel Christie, John M. Ellis and R. W. Shipley,
elected March 26, 1860.
The following is a list of County Commissioners, with date of election:
Israel Christie, J. H. Benson, John Dodd, November 6, 1860;
Nick L. Beuter, Israel Christie, John M. Roberts, 1861;
J. M. Walthall, J. R. Chandler, Samuel Dale, 1862;
J. H. Pratt, W. Hymer, Robert Lapsley, 1863;
H. Rice, W. Hymer, H. O. Peery, 1865;
John Tontz, Cyrus Shaw, H. Rice, 1867;
John Tontz, Cyrus Shaw, C. Barnard, 1869;
C. M. Dickson, G. E. DeForest, Israel Christie, 1871;
P. F. Latimer, S. P. Boone, J. H. Martin, 1873;
P. F. Latimer, S. P. Boone, William McConner, 1875;
Z. Hayes, William Rogers, L. Hamlin, 1877;
J. A. Payne, 1879; W. L. Beck, 1880;
T. B. Robinson, 1881.
County Assessor-With date of election Richard Mendenhall, 1857; W. T. Shively, March, 1860; William Tharp, November, 1860; W. G. McCullough, 1861; James
Burney, 1862 and 1863; W. Stockwell, 1864; George Roberts, 1865 and 1866, W. H. Standiford, 1867; T. J. Cummins, 1868,
when the office was abolished.
County Clerk W. A. Heiskel, 1856; E. W. Robinson, 1857; Daniel Childs 1861; G. W. Warren, 1869;
Charles H. Giller, 1873; B. J. Sheridan, 1877; J. C. Taylor, 1881.
Clerk of the District Court L. McArthur, E. W. Robinson, J. B. Hobson, D. B. Wilson, 1860; H. B. Smith, 1861; George Roberts, 1862; I. J. Banister,
1863; Thomas Roberts, 1864; L. J. Banister, 1866; J. S. Beeson, 1869; J. E. Wallace, 1874; E. M. Wickersham, 1876.
Probate Judge Isaac Jacobs, A. H. McFadin, Cyrus Tator, G. A. Colton, Thomas Roberts;
D. B. Wilson, 1862; Joshua Clayton, 1868; E. W. Robinson, 1872,
Sheriff R. P. Campbell, A. J. Henson, H. H. Williams; W. P. Dutton, 1861; W. G. Rainey, 1865; D. Anderson, 1869; William Weaver,
1873; John Howard, 1875; A. W. Long, 1879.
Register of Deeds W. A. Heiskel, E. W. Robinson, A. J. Shannon; W. T. Shively, 1861; J. L. J.
Chandler, 1865; L. C. Crittenden, 1869; John A. Welles, 1873; Eli Chandler, 1875; S. Underhill, 1877; C. C. Proctor, 1881.
Treasurer Allen T. Ward, 1857; Cyrus Shaw, 1859; W. P. Dutton, 1860; W. J. McCown, 1861; J. H. Phillips, 1862; William T. Shively,
1863; Thomas Akers, 1864; J. T. Haughey, 1865; William Crowell, 1869; G. E. DeForest, 1873; S. R. Smith, 1875; J. A. Miller,
1879.
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Surveyor N. J. Roscoe, 1857; James Mitchell, 1858; Samuel D. Irwin, 1861; A. S. Barnum, 1863; N. S. Roscoe, 1867; O. W. Bates, 1873;
A. Knapp, 1875; A. P. Walker, 1879.
Superintendent of Instruction H. M. Hughes, Abram Ellis, A. A. Roberts, 1861; I. J. Banister, 1862; S. Underhill, 1863; John Welles, 1866; I. J. Banister,
1867; A. C. Farnham, 1870; I. J. Banister, 1872; B. D. Russell, 1874; J. W. Flemming, 1878; S. F. March, 1880.
Coroner Cyrus Holdridge, 1857; C. O. Gause, 1859; P. P. Fowler, 1861; D. E. Stephens, 1863; John Austin, 1865; W. D. Hawkins, 1866;
R. P. Lummis, 1867; J. M. Carpenter, 1869; T. Dennis, 1870; William Waters, 1873; W. H. Wilhoite, 1875; R. J. Hiner, 1877;
Amos Potter, 1879.
County Attorney B. F. Simpson, S. A. Riggs, R. W. Massey, John M. Coe, Thomas Roberts, 1865; E. F. Smith, 1868; A. C. Potter, 1870; A. C.
Potter, 1871; W. T. Johnston, 1873; W. R. Brayman, 1876; W. T. Johnston, 1878; J. A. Hoag, 1880.
Court House The first steps looking towards the erection of a court house were taken July 29,
1857, when it was ordered by the Commissioners that “the sum of $15,000 be
appropriated to build a court house at Paola, that the bonds of the county bearing ten per cent, interest be issued and that
they shall not be sold at less than par”. The bonds were not issued, nor has the court house been built.
On the 10th of April, 1862, the Board paid $800 for “Union Hall” to be used as a court house. After using the second story
of the “Rainey Block” some years for county offices, the Commissioners, on May 8, 1876, leased the old “Paola school
building” for a court house. On the 7th of November, an election was held to purchase the building: a total of 1,872 votes
were cast in favor of the purchase and 307 against. Total amount paid for the building was $9,200.

contiued from page 7
D. I joined Dr. G.W. Brown, editor of the Lawrence Herald of Freedom in obtaining leases on some 30,000 acres for exploration & we found oil southeast of my mission.

Dr. Woodson D. Hoover
A.
My partner, Rev. Dr. David Lykins and I practiced medicine at his old mission site east of Paola. The county was
originally named for him (Lykins) before being changed to Miami in 1861.
B.
Dr. Coffey, Dr. Lykins, and I ran an ad in the 1857 edition of the Osawatomie Herald advertising our medical business to the area.
C.
David Lykins was better known than I, but he was asked to leave the area because of his stand on the slavery issue!
I wonder how he liked Colorado.
Now the mystery! We need more local history on David Lykins. He supported slavery and was later asked to leave the area
after the territory changed its political views to a free-state position. He left for Colorado then. A stone is located in our
local cemetery but he is not buried there. It is only a “commemorative stone!”
•

Does anyone have a photo of Dr. Lykins?

•
A cemetery did exist at the mission site. Does anyone have a photo and/or additional information on the cemetery
that has mysteriously disappeared along with any of the grave stones?
If you do have more information to add to this important local history, please contact the Miami County History Museum
at Paola.
Phil Reaka
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HOW I BECAME A GENEALOGY NUT!!!
by Vera Dakin
Like most teenagers when my mother told me about the family history, I let it go in one ear and out the other. Later she was
gone, her parents went to California and died and her brother was lost to us for 40 years.
After school, marriage and 5 kids kept me busy about 20 years, I began wishing I knew more about my ancestors. Luckily at that time KSU had a Tele-Net (long before Internet) semester college course on Family History. One of my classmates
was Virginia Brown (Mrs.Dr.Brown) a lady who really knew genealogy. She took me under her wing and began to share
her knowledge about records and researching. She took me to Mid-Continent Library in Independence with their huge
collection of county histories. Next we hunted censuses at the Regional Archives in Kansas City and went to Topeka to the
State Historical Library and Bureau of Vital Statistics. That year the Topeka Genealogy Society took their bus trip to the Salt
Lake City Library. Virginia did not want the bus so she talked me into flying out with her to meet the group for a week’s
research. Five minutes before we left I found my great grandfather! Naturally I needed to go again. One time we even went
by Amtrack (biggest problem we arrived and left in the middle of the night).
Later the TGS yearly bus trips went to Allen County Library, Ft. Wayne, IN.(second in size to Salt Lake City’s), Pittsburgh,
Boston,(found cemetery map showing John Endecott’s grave) Washington, DC, Richmond, VA. and Frankfort, KY. We early learned to save on hotel bill by four sharing with friends either old or new. Each library added bits of information about
our families. A big bonus was the coaching of Helen Keyes Clark and her collection of books and tapes we could use on the
bus. TGS no longer does the trips but has an expert for speaker and vendors each April. The Kansas Council of Genealogy
Societies in June also each year has an expert for speaker.
Locally Virginia helped me join the Historical Society at the Museum and the Genealogy Society that met at the bank’s
meeting room. One of her wishes was that the two societies would combine but that would take another 20 years .They
would work together and share the museum after Ethel Hunt had a stroke and Mildred Russell had heart trouble so the
Genealogy Society began working in the Museum Library.in the late1980s . Both groups worked on the two volumes of
the Family Stories and History of Miami County, Kansas. The Genealogy Society took over the Extension’s tombstone
readings and published the three Cemeteries Books. Bessie Stevens started and helped publish the first quarterlies .The
library moved downstairs and after the county gave us the old tax books, probate and district court records, more room
was needed. so all moved to 12 E. Peoria. All worked on the 150-Year Timeline Book in 2005. So now I know more about
Miami County than my home county.
For our personal family history one branch of my husband’s family had a cousin who had traced the Endecott line (and
published a book of descendants) back to Salem, MA. in the 1860s. A William and Mary Quarterly at Mid- Continent
Library had 5 more generations back. Now there is a National Organization that meets every 2 years and is going to Boston
this year. The Dakin ancestry information stops with his leaving Scotland in 1850s. Censuses and an old family letter traced
Great Grandma Dakin to Michigan where they married and her sister’s obituary told of their Scottish home and the Campbell parent’s marriage by the Village blacksmith.(a site we enjoyed visiting in 1999). An old paper in the top of a trunk told
of Great Grandpa Witter’s home town in Alsace-Lorraine and records at Salt Lake listed his family in Latin which could be
translated but the earlier German no.
For my ancestors several trips to read my hometown newspapers (both at home and Topeka; Phil Thomas was there reading Louisburg papers for his column) and visits with oldest relatives started my records. Luckily an old maid cousin had
kept in touch with family at the 1634 homestead in Germany ( we had a nice visit there in 2000). It helped that my families stayed in the same area in Kansas after immigration in 1859 and 1870. My mother’s ancestor’s records have stopped
in Western PA.and Cairo, IL. Looking at probate records there showed Great Grandma Sticher’s maiden name. A bus trip
friend helped us find her grave in Junction City, KS.
Now Internet has lots of information for lineages (double check for accuracy) but if you want to know about your families
lives and make them real, you need more. All this further shows the importance of local records, (obituaries,probates and
tax) that we have in the library. Besides helping researchers I’m mostly working on completing our 50,000 (1860s-2012)
obituary cards and that will probably last as long as I do.
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Cub Scouts from Osawatomie tour the museum.

Vera Dakin, Genealogist!

Joe Hursey and friends wrestling the 300 pound bell
onto a trailer for Kansas Day at the Middle School.

Roger Shipman created a new edition of the original 1882
Kansas Day Brochure by L.G.A. Copley.

Paola Day care leprechauns visit museum.

The school bell was an attention getter when rung in the gym.
Children test the digital train map showing the lines of different
railroads.

Joe Hursey and Phil Reaka setup the brochure table at
Kansas Day 2012.
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The 2012 Musueum Board
Left to Right; seated Ona Neuenschwander, Hannes Poetter, Mike Gibson, Shelly Erickson, Marcia Cook and Vera
Dakin. standing; Colleen Ewan, Joe Hursey, Bettie Ore, Jeff Hartl, Nina Gerkin, Lloyd Peckman, Elsie Cordel, Fran
Burcham, Darrell Williams and Ann Davis. Absent were LeAnn Shields and Ben Maimer

Robert Collins had a book signing
Feb 29th. at the museum

An 1870s photo of Peoria St. was chosen by Monroe and Jean Dodd to
illustrate the cover of their historical photo book, Kansas Then & Now.
The museum has copies for sale.
Roger Shipman restored the photo from 2 damaged images.

Robert Collins is the author of three science fiction novels: Expert Assistance; Lisa’s Way; and Monitor.
Mr. Collins is the author of two biographies: one of Senator Jim Lane; the other of General James G. Blunt. He is
the author of the Kansas history book “Kansas 1874.” He is also the author of the following railroad books: Kansas Train Tales; Ghost Railroads of Kansas; Kansas Railroad Attractions; The Race to Indian Territory; Kansas
Pacific-An Illustrated History; and Arkansas Valley Interurban-The Electric Way.
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How to Feed Calves
From the Louisburg Harold March 3 1899
We are indebted to T. P. Lewis for the following timely article on how to feed calves:
Feeding calves is an exhilarating exercise. The round, truthful eyes and the soft, mellow voice of the young
bovine, coupled with his frolicsome nature, makes this duty one of the pleasures of farm life. Although experience is the best teacher along this line, a few pointers cannot be otherwise than a help to the uninitiated. For this
reason a good method of feeding calves is here given:
Keep the calf shut up in a pen until he is hungry enough to suck anything in sight. Get a bucket half full of
milk and proceed to the arena.
When you enter the pen, say nothing to him except sook calf, sook calf. He will readily understand you and it
will give him confidence in you. Grab him by the neck and stick your fingers in his mouth. You must put your
fingers in his mouth. This may seem repulsive at first, but it is no worse on you than it is on the calf. Shove his
head down into the milk clear up to his ears. The calf will resent this and jam your duodenum up against your
dorsal vertebrae. Kick him in the stomach-if he attempts this but don’t lose your temper. When he has kept his
head down in the milk for 15 minutes, allow him to take it out to get his breath and blow his nose on you.
After he has chewed your pants leg up into a wad, commence on him again. He will be a little harder to control this time. If he gets to bucking around too much, grab him by the tail. Don’t do this if your temper is very
much ruffled; you might yank it out by the roots. While a calf doesn’t use his tail in drinking, he would not drink
as well if you pulled it out. It would jar his nervous system and he would naturally feel depressed. You will have
trouble keeping the calf still. He will keep backing you around the pen. It is very trying to hold a bucket between
your legs and have a calf trying to butt you over backwards.
If he persists in this, grab him, by the head and frantically rush him up against the fence like you were trying to
telescope his spinal column. Than have him run his tail through a crack in the fence and get some stout man to
hold him. In the course of an hour or two he will settle down and suck your flingers for all they’re worth. When
he’s sucked all the hide off, use your other hand. Now you think he is drinking right along, but don’t fool yourself. He is only waiting to catch you off your guard so he
can ram you one in the stomach. When he does this give
him a dull thud in the ribs; but hold your temper.
After a while the milk will disappear don’t be deceived
into thinking that he drank it; he probably got about two
spoonfuls, sloshed your boots full and sprinkled the rest
all over you system. There is now no use of your remaining in the pen any longer, but you can stay and fondle
the calf if you want to. The best thing to is to throw the
bucket out and jump the fence before he gets to sucking
your coat tail. Leave him alone for a while. He didn’t get
much milk but he got enough skin from your hands to
last him till the next milking. Keep this up for a week and
if the calf is not dead he will probably pull through all
right.
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INQUIRIES
The following are walk-in researchers to the library during this last quarter and surnames, or information, being
searched for.
Laurel Haggard (Isaac & Emily Pittman)
Bettie Faydman (Wm & Harriet Bullock)
Belinda Whitaker (Huff, Hughbanks, Wolf)
Tim Sturgis (Masters, Surber, DeHart, Sturgis)
Gayle Plummer (Trinity Lutheran School)
D.J. Hall (Ringer)
Don Chronister (Vernie Fort)
Doug Kiser (John Kiser)
Joan Carey (McClure)
Larry James (James, Hills, Day, Walters, Hickman, Everly, Porter, Traul)
Frank Furillo (Cameron, Smith, Budd) Theola Cook (Barker)
Betty Hattan (Hamman)
Doug Kiser (Upton, Kiser, Starry, Frazier, McCann)
Shane Hall (McRoberts)
Joan Carey (Hulcy)
Bobby Mann (Mann)
Steve Shelton (J.H. Pratt)
Allen Crawford (New Hope Cem.)

QUERIES
Barbara Craley needs information on John C Casida & family.

Arthur Green wants an obit for John Albert Millis.
Spencer McCoy wants to know what early newspapers are best for finding obits between 1880-1900.
Ingrid Swensson needs info about her great Aunt Bertha Haglund who was a patient at the Osawatomie State
Hospital.
Debra Herman is working on her White & Chandler family and wants obits & pictures.
Spencer McCoy wants search for John McCoy & son John William McCoy and wife Sarah E (Morgan) McCoy.
Dwight Haverkorn request copy of train robbery by the Frank Lewis/Dale Jones gang.
Catherine Laver wants to know if Susan Anderson died at the State Hospital and where she is buried.
Mary Hodgson needs an obit for Joseph A. January.
Bobbi Richerson wants page from the Quarterly
Debra Herman per phone call now would like an obit for Charles A White.
Terry Johnson is looking for information on Jesse M. Hodges.
Don Paul Payton wants a picture of his gr grandfather grave stone
Kim Barney wants a page from Vol I of Cemeteries of Miami County.
Michael C. Clark wants information about an accident that happened in the Osawatomie rail yards.
James White wants burial for Annie J. Geoffrey.
Carol Kester want obits on Joel Bilshe, Marietta Stieben, Samuel Stieben & Royal Thompson
Diane Etherson wants information on Alexander P Hinds & his wife Lucy Cogdall. Ruth McClay Phipps wanted
obits on William, Sarah & John C McClay
Our research committee headed by Elsie Cordle with Iris Kluber has researched these queries.
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What Does It Mean?
Initials after your ancestors’ names may not be titles or degrees but they may provide useful information you had
not expected. The following are but a few of the puzzling letters one may come across when reading old wills or
other documents.
a.a.s.
d.s.p.
d.s.p.l.
d.s.p.m.
d.s.p.m.s.
d.s.p.s.
d.unm

Died in the year of (his/her) age, i.e. died a.a.s.64 (anno aetatis suae)
Died without issue (decessit sine prole)
Died without legitimate issue (decessit sine prole legitima)
Died without male issue (decessit sine prole mascula)
Died without surviving male issue (decessit sine prole mascula superstita)
Died without surviving issue (decessit sine prole supersite)
Died unmarried
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Genealogists Anticipate Release of 1940 Federal Census Records
by Mildred Haley
After waiting for the seventy-two year privacy restriction, family historians can inspect the 1940 schedules from the sixteenth census of the United States as of April 2, 2012 .
Officials at the National Archives have announced that schedules have been scanned and prepped for digital release
through the NARA website, rather than microfilm as has been done in previous years. There will not be an index available
so researchers will be required to know the Enumeration District in the city or town where their ancestors lived.
The Sixteenth United States Census, determined the resident population of the 48 states to be 132,164,569, an increase of
7.3 percent over the 1930 population of 123,202,624 persons. Kansas ranked 29th in population,1,801,028.
A number of new questions were asked including where people were 5-years before, highest educational grade achieved,
and information about wages. This census introduced sampling techniques; one in 20 people were asked additional questions on the census form. Other innovations included a field test of the census in 1939.
Information collected:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Address
Home owned or rented
If owned, value
If rented, monthly rent
Whether on a farm
Name
Relationship to head of household
Sex
Race
Age
Marital status
School attendance
Educational attainment
Birthplace
If foreign born, citizenship
Location of residence five years ago and whether on a farm
Employment status
If at work, whether in private or non-emergency government work, or in
public emergency work (WPA,CCC. NYA, etc)
If in private or non-emergency government work, hours worked in week
If seeking work or on public emergency work, duration of unemployment
Occupation, industry and class of worker
Weeks worked last year
Wage and salary income last year

In addition, a sample of individuals were asked additional questions covering age at first marriage, fertility, and other topics.
To get started go to the Census web site -http://www.archives.gov/research/census/1940
Click on 1940 Census Home, follow the prompts, just remember to list State, County, and City to Start Census searchfor
maps of desired location.
To view a copy of the 1940 Census Form—type
http://c.mfcreative.com/email/1940/1940_US_Census_FINAL.pdf
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Miami County Publications—Inventory Clearance Sale
Journeys of Ursuline Academy & College
New this Year! The history of Ursuline College with personal stories, scrapbooks and photos,
Hardback price is $35.00 plus $5.00 P&H
Family Histories and Stories of Miami County, Kansas, 1987 VOL I
CD or DVD now available
Reduced Now only $20.00 plus P&H
Hardback

Family Histories and Stories of Miami County, Kansas, 1998 VOL II
Excess Inventory Sale $20.00 plus P&H

Cemeteries of Miami County, Vol. I (rural south 2/3 of county)
Beagle, Block, Cashman, Daganett, Debrick, Fontana; Frank, Greenvalley, Herman, Highland, Hodges, Indianapolis,
Jingo, Lessenden, Mannen, Miami, County Poor Farm, Mound Creek/Mount Nebo, New Hope, New Lancaster, Rock
ville, Settle, Spring Gtove, Stanton, Whiteford and Wilson-Raymer Hardback (Reprint) $19.50 plus P&H
Cemeteries of Miami County, Vol. II (north 1/3 of county)
Antioch, Ayers, Bucyrus, Old Marysville, Hillsdale (old & new), Louisburg (old & new), Pleasant Valley, Rock Creek,
Scott’s Valley, Somerset, St. Mary’s, Wagstaff, Wea, Holy Rosary, (Lane & Shively in Franklin Co.)
Hardback (Reprint) $19.50 plus P&H
Cemeteries of Miami County, Vol. III
Paola City, Oswatomie City, Holy Trinty, Memorial Gardens and 1990 updates for all cemeteries
Hardback
$25.00 plus P&H
(Glenwild & Sharen in Cass Co.)
Illustrated Historical Atlas of Miami County, 1878, 1901 and 1927
Photocopies of the original Atlas includes many pictures and ownership maps of the county
Softback $15.00 plus P&H
Index of Taxpayers of Miami County, 1878
Lists of land owners or residents $3.00 plus $1.00 for P&H
The Story of Paola, 1857-1950 by McLachlin
Softback Part 1 and Hardback Part 2 with Index to both parts Sold as a set $19.50 plus P&H, Softback Part 1 $9.50
index only for original book owners $5.00
Barns of Miami County, Kansas
457 old barns in full color 136 pages
$39.95 plus P&H
WW I Letters Home by Jim Bousman $25.00 plus $5.00 P&H
Probate Index of Miami County, Kansas 1858-1941 CD-ROM $15.00 plus P&H
Paola in 2nd. Half of the 20th Century by Ross, $10.00 plus P&H -Great Book! Good Buy!!
Cliff Wright’s , World War II For One, $18.27 plus P&H and Kansas Folklore $21.46 plus P&H
And So It Began by Bettie Garrison Ore
The Miami County Historical Society 1965-1980 price $5.00 plus P&H
Lest We Forget (List of Oswatomie Alumni) $6.00 plus P&H
See The Dragon by Don Arndt, Grandpas Memories of Vietnam $20.00
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Paola High School Alumni 1888-1988 $4.00 plus P&H
All of the above prices include sales tax. Please make checks to:
e-mail: museum@mchgm.org

Miami Co. Gen / Hist Societies
12 East Peoria,
Paola, Kansas 66071-0123
Phone 913-294-4940
Web site www.thinkmiamicountyhistory.com
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Genealogical Research: How to Get Started
Part II
By Sheila McNerney
In the last newsletter I discussed a few ways to begin researching your family tree, including talking to elderly relatives,
family bibles, obituaries, vital records, early church records, census reports and migration patterns. Here are a few more
places to look for clues about your ancestors:
VeteransRecords – In addition to opening a window into the world of your ancestor, Veteran service records can be a useful tool in establishing a link to previous generations. Pension files can contain information about the veteran’s birth, wives,
children, parents, where they live, have lived and where and how they died. Pension files from the civil war, in general,
are more detailed than from the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812. Revolutionary War Pensions are not as common
becausemanyveterans died before the Government offered pensions. The veteran or his surviving widow or children would
have to prove the veteran’s service during the war and this was not easy in the early 19th Century when record keeping
was sketchy and families did not have access to what few records that existed. Many applied for Bounty Land Warrants for
service in the war. Similarly, Confederate Pensions during the Civil War contain little genealogical data, although you may
be able to glean a birthdate, place of birth and the service they provided during the war from them. Confederate Pension
were not offered by the government until most Confederate Veterans were elderly or dead and only given to wounded or
indigent veterans and their indigent widows. National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) has Military Pension
Files and Compiled Service Records available from the American Revolution through before WWIand Bounty Land Warrant Applications through 1857. Service records during WWI and after are only available to the veteran or surviving next
of kin. NARA’s website can be found at: http://www.archives.gov/research/military/veterans/online.html
Pension and service records obtained from National Archivesmay cost $25or more for a complete file, depending on the
size of the file. One of my ancestor’s Civil War pension file was as thick as a phonebook and cost $200!Georgia has Confederate Pension Records available on the Georgia Secretary of State website. You can view and print from your computer
a copy of the actual pension record. They have a searchable database and the information is free. The web address is:http://
cdm.sos.state.ga.us/cdm4/pension.php
WWI Draft Registration cards are also useful tools. These give birth date, occupation, current address, next of kin and a
general description of your ancestor, including any infirmities that may have kept him from being called up. You can find
a searchable database online at Ancestry.com, you can order draft cards from National Archives, or the Paola Free Library
has a notebook listing all persons from this area who registered for the draft during WWI.
Family Trees – Family trees researched by other descendants can be helpful in the search for our own ancestors. They can
provide clues of where to look when you hit the proverbial“brick wall” and do not know where to look next. Websites such
as Ancestry.com, Genealogy.com, Familysearch.org, personal web pages, family group sheets from your local historical
society and literature published by individual genealogists are all good places to look for leads to your ancestors. Keep in
mind that these are often incorrect, so view them simply as clues and not as facts. I have often found tidbits of information
just by typing their name and where they lived into my Yahoo or Google search engine.
Cemetery Records and Tombstone Photos–Obviously, Cemetery Records can provide dates of birth and death for the
person you are researching. However, unless buried in your area, finding them can be a challenge. Most county or regional
historical societies have transcribed many of the cemeteries in their area. Simply contact them by phone, email or mail and
for a small fee they usually will send the information, if they can find it. Find a Grave.com is a good website on the internet
for locating a tombstone photo or cemetery record. You can search by cemetery or by the person’s name, and narrow your
search down to a specific county, making your search much easier. Just remember that not all cemeteries on Find a Grave
are completely transcribed as the information is submitted by volunteers, but it is the most comprehensive tool for searching for a grave, especially if you do not know in which cemetery they are buried. USGenWeb Archives also has many cemetery transcriptions, but like Find a Grave.com, it is dependent upon what volunteers have submitted. Those web addresses
are:
Find a Grave: http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi
USGenWeb: http://www.usgenweb.org/
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Mid-Continent Genealogical Library – Just North of I-70 in Independence, Missouri, this library dedicated specifically
to genealogy is a gem. This large library has sections devoted to family histories, census, Indian records, and publications
by county and state. They have numerous documents on microfilm and microfiche, and extensive records for the State of
Missouri. They have a large Family History section dedicated to Family Trees that people have published in book form
and donated to the Library. I found a book on the McNerney Family written by a distant relative of my husband’s. Living
in Arizona, she did all of the genealogical research, published the book and donated a copy to all of the Libraries where
the McNerney family settled after arriving to the United States in 1871. They also have a large archive of county cemetery
books and other vital records. To save time, you can log onto their card catalog as a guest and search for the publications
that you would like to study before you arrive. Just make sure that your catalog search specifies the Genealogy Library, as
the Mid Continent Public Library has several branches. The address for their online card catalog is: http://www.mymcpl.
org/catalog
Wills and Probate Records – Old Wills and Probate Records can tell you a lot about your ancestors. Most name a surviving spouse, children and other extended family members. You can also discern what type of lifestyle they lived from
the estate that they left to their survivors. Generally, all of the surviving children are named in the will, even if they have
moved away. Many times Grandchildren of children who have predeceased the parent are also named in the will. When
searching for an old will, it is best to start at the County Historical Society or Probate Court. If they can find no record,
State Historical Societies or State Archives are a good place to search. Most State Archives or Historical Societies have a
searchable database online to tell you if they have the will books for that particular countyand that time period. In addition, FamilySearch.org may have the wills for that particular county on microfilm. You simply need to order it from them
and go into a local FamilySearch location to view the microfilm. Keep in mind that most wills were made by persons
who owned property and prior to the 20th Century most women did not own property, so there are very few wills left by
women. There were simply provisions in the will for the care of a widow or any unmarried female issue. In addition, if a
property owner died intestate (without a will), the estate would still need to go through probate, so check for other probate
records or letters of administration for that county.
I cannot begin to stress how helpful the internet is as a genealogical research tool. You are just a “mouse click” away from
valuable genealogical information that would have taken months or years of research to provide. Following are the websites most useful to the genealogical researcher:
Ancestry.com - Perhaps the most comprehensive website for genealogical research. This website has vital records, family trees, newspaper archives and message boards to interact with other researchers. You may even find old photographs
of your ancestors. You must subscribe to this website for a fee, however in my opinion it is a good value for the wealth of
information it provides. The web address is:http://www.ancestry.com
The US GenWeb Project – This is a free website that provides archival records on the state and county level. It can be a
very good tool depending upon how much information has been provided by local volunteers. It is also a good resource
for how and when counties and states were formed, which is a necessary to be sure you are searching in the correct county
for records. The web address is:http://www.usgenweb.org/
As many of you have discovered, there are many Genealogical Websites that are dedicated to taking your money, so be very
careful. For instance, if you type into your search engine: “Kansas Vital Records” you will have many websites offering you
instant records for a fee. These usually have a “.com” in the web address. Do not use these websites. Instead, go to the State’s
website which will have “.gov” in the web address. Unless it is a website that you have heard of such as Genealogy.com or
Ancestry.com, or one that I previously recommended, be sure the web address ends with “.gov” or “.org”. Be wary of any
websites that do not.
In closing, I am excited to say that I am looking forward to the release of the 1940 U.S. Federal Census. The first census
after the Great Depression, it will contain new information such as: the income of working individuals, their employment
status and their “usual” occupation. They asked all married women the number of marriages they’ve had and their age
when married the first time (Not sure why they asked that). By the time you read this, the census should be online for anyone to view and unlike previous censuses you will not have to subscribe to a genealogical website, such as Ancestry.com, to
view it. It will be available for free! For more information go to: http://1940census.archives.gov/
Good luck in your research!
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at sheilagoodwin@sbcglobal.net
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