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PAOLA HISTORY NIGHT At THE MUSEUM
“The Story of Us in Photos”
Session No. 5
Wednesday, August 8th. 7:OO p.m.
“Then & Now”
“Paola’s photographic history from 1864 to 1930”
Lots of old photographs of the town and how it
grew—Many street scenes with Paola businesses
then & what it looks like now.
NATIVE AMERICAN INDIAN RESEARCH &
MEETING ROOM
FREE TO EVERYBODY
A New Topic Every Second & Fourth Wednesday!
Sponsored by the Miami County Historical Museum

President - Mike Gibson
Vice President- Hannes Poetter
Secretary- Marcia Cook
Treasurer- Position open
Director/Curator- Joe Hursey
Genealogy Society Coordinator- Betty Bendorf
Accessions Coordinator- Bernice Chitwood

913-557-3200
913-557-3000
913-837-2647
910-574-5442
913-557-2485
913-557-9358

Board of Directors
Louisburg - Fran Burcham
Marysville Township - Mike Gibson
Member at Large - Hannes Poetter
Miami Township - Nina Gerkin
Middle Creek Township - Position open
Mound Township - Darrell Williams
Osage Township - Ann Davis and Jeff Hartl
Osawatomie City- Ona Neuenschwander
Osawatomie Township - Ben Maimer
Paola City - Bettie Ore
Paola Township - Elsie Cordle
Richland Township - LeAnne Shields
Stanton Township - Lloyd Peckman
Sugar Creek Township - Vera Dakin
Ten Mile Township - Position open
Valley Township - Colleen Ewan
Wea Township - Marcia Cook

913-294-5051
913-837-2647

Newsletter - Roger Shipman

913-259-9219

913-837-8220
913-557-3200
913-557-3000
913-849-3366
913-755-4026
913-755-4646
913-755-2391
913-755-3504
913-294-3312
913-294-5137
913-710-1767
913-849-3278
913-377-4446

Notice To The Membership
The Miami County Historical Museum membership
dues are now payable in the amount of $20.00.
Make checks out to:
Miami Co. Gen. / Hist. Societies
12 East Peoria
Paola, Kansas 66071-0123

Phil Reaka, Presenter

A Quarterly Newsletter of the Miami County Museum
& Genealogy Society
Summer 2012
Volume 27 - No.2
Miami County Historical Museum
12 E. Peoria, Paola, Kansas 66071
Phone: 913-294-4940

E-Mail: museum@mchgm.org

Web address; www.thinkmiamicountyhistory.com
Museum Hours: Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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Comments from the Director
“Milestones”
As of the end of June, the museum exceeded in a 14 month period every operational statistic once held in the museum’s previous 40 year history. We have
more members by end of June than the museum has had in its best end of year,
and we are only half way through the year. This has been a great accomplishment,
since almost 40% of our members are from outside of the state and we had nearly a 95% membership renewal rate of last year’s members. This is a direct credit
to a core group of people on our staff and many of our other dedicated volunteers.

We also have received 99% return in all grants that we have applied for; the
normal standard is about 30%. Grants are the funding that allow us to bring
new exhibits to the museum. Don’t confuse this with operational funding, because despite the grants received, this funding cannot be used to cover day-today expenses. Such expenses are covered through the continuous work of membership drives, fund-raising events and numerous cash generating activities.

Joe Hursey

Some of our other accomplishments have been in local education. While the local public schools have shown very little
interest in our local Kansas History exhibits, home school classes and local college attendance for academic purposes
have significantly increased. This is a positive indicator as to the value of our exhibits to the local community. Our Kansas Border War and Civil War exhibits and history have been rated as one of the best exhibits in the Kansas and Missouri
area; the exhibits and displays have much to offer in advanced historical education. Starting in July, the museum will host
five different college courses for the Fort Scott Extension Campus, due to our extensive research capabilities and archives.
Furthermore, we improved our quarterly publication that not only goes out to all of our members, but due
to its high demand, has been printed for individual sale. Nearly 20% of our quarterly is sold to walk-in customers. This is the result of more local history articles that have been written by a well educated staff of volunteers
with a strong desire to research local and regional history. It is also to the credit to Roger Shipman in his skills
in the creation, assembly of the publication as well as his patience with of the rest of us on our submissions.
All in all, we have made great strides in the improvement of your county museum, but we know we still have a long
way to go. As long as we retain our dedicated staff and generous local funding, your museum will continue its growth
to rival any museum within the region.

Joe Hursey, Director

College History Courses Held in the Museum
Recently we were asked by the Dean of Fort Scott Community College Extension office if we could hold a history
class in the museum. The college heard about our work here in developing the local history and thought it would
be a great atmosphere to educate our local students. The focus of the initial class is U.S. History, but within the
museum setting, students will be able to relate U.S. history to local historical events.
Our first college history class was held this spring in the museum and will end May 17th. The college has already
scheduled two more history classes starting in the fall. We believe that this program will be a great advantage to
the students, college and museum in the education and promotion of U.S. and local history.
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President’s Message

MINI MINUTES

In today’s historical preservation world two themes are becoming more prevalent. The first
theme is that historical institutions across the country, and certainly in our region of Bleeding
Kansas, have a heightened interest
in the stories of the time. In the
Miami County Historical Museum we are constantly discovering
new stories about the people and
events that shaped Miami County.
Mike Gibson, President
Our goal is to continue this work
as MCHM grows. If you are in the museum visit with Betty,
Jim, Phil, or Joe and find out about the new discoveries we are
making and the paths that the research is now taking to those
new stories.
The second theme is that it takes a lot more money to operate
a successful historical museum than ever before. Joe Hursey,
our Director and Curator is spending a lot of time working
on fund raising. The results of his efforts have been extremely
important in the continued development of the genealogy
and historical capabilities of the MCHM. The grants we have
received have allowed us to bring you pictures and stories of
pioneer Miami County characters that you may not have previously seen in the museum. These presentations, along with
the innovative use of QR codes in our displays, are putting us
at the forefront of area historical museums.
As important as these grants are, they cannot compare to the
continued annual support of our patrons and partners. Your
membership contribution is the most important sustainable
part of our funding. At this writing we are well over 250 members for 2012.
We thank you all for your valuable contributions to this
very important cause. Would you please consider an additional contribution to the genealogy and historical efforts
we are making? Send your tax deductible contributions to
the address enclosed. You are our most valued partner in
this very important historical preservation work. Please
contribute.
Thank you for your support,
Mike Gibson, President

Financial
The Miami County Historical Museum, Historical & Genealogy Societies are a Non-Profit Organization with a tax exempt
status allowed by the Internal Revenue Dept. Gift and Donations received by the Societies are Deductible for Income Tax
purposes. Fot additional information or questions regarding
Endowments, Trusts, etc., please contact us at 913-294-4940.
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“These mini minutes are included because these meetings are what keep the Museum operational and we’d like to
keep valued members like you informed on the workings.”

APRIL
Shelley Erickson submitted her resignation as Treasurer as
she in the process of was moving. Accepted this makes the
position vacant.
Joe suggested that we have as many bills set up on automatic pay as possible. We also need a new laptop computer
to use with Quicken and Quick book. This was approved.
Our exhibit grand opening went well. A Kansas City writer
of the book “Then and Now” would like the museum to
carry the book. It was moved and seconded to order 25.
Passed. The front cover shows the north side of the square
in Paola. The book covers many towns in Kansas.
We now have 197 renewal and new memberships. This
included 6 new businesses.
Joe reported on the KansasWorks Program providing work
assistance to the museum.
The Accession and De-Accession Committee needs to meet
to evaluate artifacts.
The fish fry in Louisburg was rated a success. Thanks to
Greg Graham of Partner’s Printing in Louisburg for donating time and fish.
Marcia is still looking into the possibility of having a 5K
race.
It was decided to change the board meeting to the first
Tuesday of each month beginning in May at 4 p.m.

MAY
After discussion it was voted to move the small amount
in the Edward Jones Account to our regular bank account.
Since the museum is not an agricultural event, we will not
be on the Spring County Farm Tour.
As of May 1 the museum has 233 members. Renewals
continue to trickle in.
Mike reported to the board that fund-raising is an intregral part of being a board member.
Having a 5K race is still an option for a fund-raiser. Marcia and Joe will continue to work on this.
Two vacancies exist on the board. Need more representation from Louisburg. The museum’s insurance coverage is
up for renewal and is being looked at.
Freedom Frontier National Heritage Area will hold its
quarterly meeting at the museum on June 26.
Mike and Joe are working on request for 2013 funding to
present to the Commissioners.
LeAnne is working with the Univ. of Kansas for the actual
site of the first oil well east of Paola.

LIBRARY

GUESTS AND VOLUNTEERS

Received in the Library are two large notebooks on genealogy. “Water and the Word”, “Abraham Wise Genealogy”
by Lucille Donaldson, Rachel Hayward and William M
Caldwell, Jr” 1996. This family starts out in Germany, then
to Pennsylvania, and then to Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri and Kansas. There is a lot of genealogy represented in
these notebooks.

This quarter there were 455 visitors to the museum from
the states of Kansas, Missouri, Florida, Oklahoma, Ohio,
Washington, Arkansas, South Dakota and Oregon

We have new research fees for the Library. It has become
necessary to help carry the load of paying the bills and it
helps preserve the written records we have in our Library.
These records are the originals and are not completely microfilmed. Many volunteers have given their time to put all
this together for presentation to the public. We have tried to
be in line with other research centers.
For non-member walk-in researchers we ask $15.00 per
hour. If you are a member it is $7.50. For e-mail or phone
queries we ask $25.00 per hour (non-member) and $12.50
for a member. Color copies are $2.00 per page for nonmembers and $1.00 per page for members. Black and white
copies are .50 each for non-members and .25 for members.
Copies of documents (Marriage certificates, school records, probate records, land records, district court records)
are $5.00 per page for non-member and $2.50 for member.
As you can see that we are offering quite an incentive to our
members and others to become members.
You have heard me report for many years about the progress we were making on the District Court records. Many
of our volunteers have worked on this. These records finally
got entered on the computer, then we had to proof read it
all. And now, believe it or not, we have them in an index
form so we can find the records by name. Up to now they
were known only by case number. We thank the many volunteers who worked on this project. In particular, we thank
Louis Reed for setting up the program so we could enter all
the information and also to Louis for his help in the finish
work. He is also helping us to get the index ready to put “on
line”. This ought to be ready in a short time. Look for it on
our web page. We hope to get ready other indexes to put
“on line”.

A total of 33 volunteers worked over 1,444 hours in the
museum this quarter. It should be noted that our volunteer
history researchers have put in many more hours than reported.
PLEASE NOTE THAT WE DO NOT USE OUR P.O. BOX
123, ONLY OUR STREET ADDRESS. THANK YOU

DISPLAY
The month of April is our Civil War month. Room one has
Civil war displays going all around the room.
May was school month. We had school jackets, band uniforms on display. The classes that had special reunions, we
had yearbook for that year on display. There were yearbooks
for Paola, Osawatomie, Louisburg, Fontana, Spring Hill. In
room 2 our display is on reconstruction following the Civil
War. There is a layout of the county showing where each
school was located in l870. We have pictures of most rural
schools.
June was wedding month. There were some early wedding
dresses on display including a Civil War dress.
The Art Guild is presenting the yearly art show. They have
an article in the quarterly..
Bernice Chitwood

MINIATURE ART SHOW

We will be doing more to streamline our research capabilities in the future.

The 8th Annual International Miniature Art show opened
June 23rd at the Museum. The show drew artists from as far
away as South Africa, Iran, Wales, Great Britain and Russia.
Many states also were represented.
The Juror was Karin Jones from the Nelson Art Gallery of
Kansas City, Missouri.
A Reception and the awards were June 30. (list) . The show
closes July 28.
Be sure to check out the boxes from Russia – Lacquer with
Russian iconography and the box made from camel bone
from Iran. The paintings are 25 square inches and smaller
with some no larger than a postage stamp. There are abstracts and realism represented in many different mediums.
One of the members of the Art Guild will be here most of
the time during the show to answer any questions.

Betty Bendorf, Librarian

Jean Cook

We have taken some of our “out of date” books from the
Genealogy section off the shelves and have them up in the
Gift Shop for sale. We have two full shelves of family genealogies that have been given to the library and we thank the
authors very much; these are valuable books.
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George Washington Carver in Paola

Joe Hursey

George Washington Carver (January 1864 – January 5, 1943) served as
an American scientist, botanist, educator, and inventor. His date of birth
is not exactly known, but it is believed that he was born into slavery in
January 1864, beginning his life in Missouri on the Carver farm.
Once slavery had ended, George stayed on the Carver farm and was
raised by the Carvers as their own child. The lady of the house, Susan
Carver, taught young George how to read and write, which developed
George’s desire to learn. From this point on, George wanted to attend
public school, but the local school would not admit black children, so
George traveled to Neosho, Missouri where he attended school.
While in Neosho, George gained more
knowledge through his studies and eventually wanted to attend the educational
academy at Fort Scott, Kansas, at 13 years
old, he traveled there on his own. In order to support himself, George worked in
a laundry to pay his room and board while
in school.

A statue of George Washington Carver as a
child, located at George Washington Carver
National Monumant in Diamond, Missouri.

Later, with rising racial tensions in Fort Scott, George was on the road again, this
time he made it to Olathe Kansas and then later toPaola, where he enrolled in the
Normal School, which accepted black students. Again he boarded with a family and
this is all that there was to the story of his residence in Paola. Phil Reaka walked into
Mr. Carver, college photo
the museum with the name of the boarder that George Washington Carver resided
with during his stay in Paola. Now what many might not know, is that there is or was
no really concrete information of George Carver being in Paola, except what he stated in his writing, until Phil
came in to the museum.
After we had the name, Willis Moore, as the possible boarder of Carver, we looked into our 1880 census records, which revealed the census records on Willis Moore. At the bottom of the card, “George Carver, 15 years of
age, Boarder”. We have now verified that George Washington
Carver lived with Willis Moore on East Miami Street. We then
checked the tax records and found that Willis Moore owned a
house on Block 4, lot 1 in Paola. After that we checked out our
platt maps and Block 4, Lot 1 revealing it to be 309 East Miami
Street, which was a black neighborhood in Paola.
So now, for the first time in history, George Washington
Carvers early history can be traced to a specific place, time,
and residence that he occupied while in Paola. We have forwarded some of this information to the Tuskagee Institute/
Carver Museum, and they are excited, because this is the first
strong evidence of where he was and and what he was doing
during his early childhood.
Mr. Carver in his Tuskagee Institute lab.
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History’s Mysteries # 7
At one time, there was a Union military barracks located in Paola. A document found in the MCHS showed the
“ownership transfer” of a building on April 22, 1867, called “the old Government barracks” to H. N. McLachlin.
He apparently converted the building into a factory, possibly for the manufacture of furniture. It stated that it
was situated northwest of the town site of Paola and was 225 ft. by 25.
Additional information found in the MCHS files indicated a soldier’s barracks was definitely located on Oak
Street around the 300 block.
Also, an old color drawing of a map of Paola in 1878 showed a long, narrow structure located near Diamond
and 2nd Street. Is this the location of another Union army military barracks during the Civil War? Maybe this
was the McLachlin building mentioned in the first paragraph? Maybe not? It may have been a “horse stable”!
This becomes another Paola mystery that needs to be further researched! If you discover any new information
regarding the location of Civil War barracks in Paola, please give MCHS a call —294-4940

History’s Mysteries # 8
George Washington Brown’s arrival in Miami County (Paola) from Lawrence, Kansas is no mystery. He arrived
before the Civil War with an interest in finding oil.
Brown ran the “Herald of Freedom” newspaper in Lawrence when he formed a company with intentions to
drill for oil in Lykins (Miami) County.
He moved to Paola, and built a rock building (still standing) located on the north side of Park Square. He
drilled for oil at the Wea Creek Mission site east of town and did find oil. He stopped his drilling operation when
the Civil War began.
He practiced law from this location in Paola and also photographed military soldiers that were stationed in Paola. Some
Paola scenes were also included in the selection of sites in order
to practice his photography.
While we do know much about G. W. Brown, we are still searching for more history about him and his rock building.
1. He took some great Civil War photos while in Paola. We
think that there may be more around somewhere.
2. It is mentioned that he owned many
law books—does anyone have an old law
book with G. W. Brown’s name written in
it?

A newly discovered photo of
George Washington Brown

This becomes another mystery that needs
to be further researched! If you discover
any new information regarding G. W.
Brown while he was in Paola, please give
M.C.H.S. a call —294-4940.
Phil Reaka
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RELIGION ARRIVES:
“Faith to Endure”
The Early Churches in Miami County
Jm Bousman
Every since the first Native Americans set their eyes on the land we now call Kansas, there has been a spiritual presence. They brought with them their individual and community spiritualism that has continued to the present day. In
order to fully understand their spiritualism, one has to be raised in their culture and understand their connection with
nature.
“Spirituality is not religion to American Natives.
Religion is not a Native concept, it is a non Native word,
with implications of things that often end badly,
like Holy wars in the name of individuals God’s and so on.
Native people do not ask what religion another Native is,
because they already know the answer.
To native people, spirituality is about the Creator, period ~”
Walkingfox
http://www.tahtonka.com/spirituality.html
Long after the first Native Americans settled in what is now Miami County, Spanish and French explorers entered
her boundaries. It was not uncommon for Catholic priest to be a member of these groups of explorers. Thus, the
Catholic priest were the first to bring the Christian religion to Native Americans. As the years past, other members of
the Christian faith send missionaries into the region to convert and educate the native population. When Kansas was
opened for settlement, towns and communities began to spring-up within the county. The settlers brought with them
their religious faiths and a need for community fellowship.
Before churches were organized and built, circuit riders would travel throughout the region. They would hold services at an individual’s home or wherever people would gather in order to meet their spiritual needs. As population
increased, so did the need to build a home for the people of like faith to gather and worship. Churches were built in
towns and larger communities across the county to satisfy the religious need of these early settlers.
The following is a brief review of the early churches in Miami County before 1900:
(Note: A building was used at the Miami Indian Village as a place of worship for several Christian faiths.)

The Catholic Church:
The presence of the Catholic Church in Miami County dates back to 1822 when a Jesuit
Missionary entered Kansas at the eastern border of the county on his way to the Osage
Mission. Between 1822 and 1838, the “blackrobes” made regular visits to the Indians living in the county. In 1838, the Pottawatomie Indians living on Pottawatomie Creek west
of present day Osawatomie, invited Father Hoecken to stay with them. In March 1839, the
Pottawatomie moved to a new mission in Linn County along Sugar Creek.
From this humble beginning, the Catholic faith grew to include churches at Louisburg,
Osawatomie, Paola, and Wea. The Ursuline Convent Chapel was established in 1902 and
served the Convent sisters and students (until the closing of the academy) on a daily basis
until the sisters moved to Kentucky. On Sundays, the Chapel was opened to the community as a “parish without boundaries”.

Jim Bousman
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The Presbyterian Church
The Presbyterian Church’s first presence in the county was the establishment of the Wea Presbyterian Mission in
February 1834 on the site which later became known as the Wea Baptist Mission. The Mission served the Wea Indians
until 1838; when it was closed. The property was purchased by the U.S. Government and became an Indian Agency.
The first church, Spring Ridge Bethel Church, was established in Stanton Township in 1865 .
Mt. Zion Cumberland began serving the needs of the community of Marysville in 1866. The congregation moved to
Hillsdale in 1873 and became the Hillsdale Presbyterian Church.
The church in Paola was organized in 1867 and chartered in 1869.
The Fourth Presbyterian Church of Miami County (Miami Presbyterian Church) was organized in Middle Creek Township in 1887.
The Osawatomie Presbyterian Church was chartered in 1887 and organized in 1889.

The Methodist Church:
The Methodist Church started as a mission for the Pottawatomie Indians in 1837 just east of the present city of
Osawatomie. The mission was closed when the Pottawatomie moved to a new reservation northwest of Topeka.
In 1854 Reverend W. H. Goode came to Kansas to select sites for the stationing of ministers. One site was the Marais
des Cygne Mission, later to be known as Osawatomie.
As the county grew, the Pastor at Osawatomie served a circuit where Methodist met to worship at Mound School
House, Fairview, Wade’s Branch, Ten Mile, Tontzville, Walnut Creek, Stockwell, and Stott’s Branch.
As the years past and communities developed, Methodist Churches were established in the county:
The congregation at Osawatomie first met in 1854 and became an official member of the conference in 1856.
Paola was originally a part of the Osawatomie Circuit and held its first service in 1858. Paola became a separate
congregation in 1860.
New Lancaster. The United Brethren Church was established in 1859 and the Methodist Church in 1860. In 1881
the Methodist, Brethren and Presbyterians built the Union Church. The United Brethren deeded their interest to the
Methodist in 1949. There is no record of when the Presbyterians with drew from the Union Church.
Fontana was organized in 1860.
St. James A.M.E., Paola was organized in 1871.
Hillsdale had two churches – the South, organized in 1876 and the North. The two churches merged in 1939
Brown Chapel, A.M.E., Osawatomie was organized in 1880.
Bucyrus: The Union Chapel was established in 1880 as a place of worship for the use of any sect or denomination.
The first Methodist Church building in Bucyrus was built in 1904.
The date of the organization of the Plum Creek Church is unknown. However, the Church building was erected in the
early 1880’s on the present site.
The Beagle Methodist Church was organized in 1891.

The Baptist Church
The Southern Baptist Church purchased the Indian Agency property from the U.S. Government and established the
Wea Baptist Indian Mission east of Paola in 1844. The mission and school was in operation until 1858.
The First Baptist Church was organized in Paola in 1860 and has been serving the community to the present day.
The Baptist church at Osawatomie was established in 1862 and disbanded in 1880. In 1882 the church reorganized at
Indianapolis as the Pottawatomie Baptist Church. In 1883, the congregation moved from Indianapolis to Osawatomie
and named their church the Osawatomie Baptist Church.
The Second Baptist Church was organized at Paola in 1865. In 1956 the Mt. Olivet Baptist Church at Hillsdale merged
with the Second Baptist Church to become Mount Olivet Baptist Church.
The Antioch Baptist Church was organized in 1870.
The First Baptist Church of Louisburg first met at the Circle Grove log school house in 1872. The Congregation moved
to Louisburg in 1877.
The Elm Grove Baptist Church was organized at Chiles in 1879.
The Second Baptist Church of Osawatomie was organized in 1892 and became the Ebenezer Baptist Church in 1910.

contiued on page 15
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New Faces at the Museum
Coming in as two green newbies, even a place as relatively docile as Miami County Historical Museum left
us surrounded with a cloud of question marks. To be quite honest, there are still a few of those pesky punctuations buzzing around our heads like a pair of lovesick yellow-jackets four weeks later: where is that light switch?
Where did the tape go? Did the printer die again? What is Vera’s “Library Paste” actually made of? Hey Joe, is it
okay if we…?
But for the most part, the Museum has seeped into our hearts and heads as though by osmosis and the simple
passing of time. And while we are no Bernice or Betty, we are slowly learning the ins and the outs and fully expect that, come our time to leave, it will be second nature to count and recount the seventy-some boxes of Probate Records that by then we will have entered into the computer, just to make sure that we didn’t leave one out.
Since our time at the Museum, I, Noah, have essentially redone all the artifact placards in the Military History
Room, and by now have begun my slow creative process on the Paleo-Indian Room. I have also designed several
event flyers and other sundry printable goodies (like, for instance, the Guest Sign-In Sheet), and have loved every
minute of it, as my passion and prospective future skews toward the realm of Graphic Design.
Natalie, the better half of our twindom, has taken it upon her photographer self to document a seemingly endless number of artifacts—accessions and all—and enter them into the computer. In addition to those, she has,
per Joe Hursey’s request, restored many old photographs, some of which have already received the acclaim of the
public eye. And, with my assistance, she has been the driving force behind the Probate Records we have entered
thus far.
It’s been an adventure—that much is certain—and we’re looking forward to the rest of this, our first summer of
employment, in the vast stretch of world before us. And with its precious collection of ancient curios and wonderful people, we hope to become two more faces to remember and associate with the ubiquitous ringing of the
doorbell of Miami County Historical Museum.
Natalie & Noah Franz

Data entry pros Natalie & Noah are quickly digitizing the museums backlog of Probate Records into a database.
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Noah and Natalie Franz reviewing the newsletters.

Judging of the displays and reception during the Art
show.

Cranny and Hares by Malkov from Moscow, Russia

Best of show, Mr. Cawdell, an opaque watercolor
went to Rachelle Siegrist from Townsend, TN

title; Prince Ivan
by artist; Ivan from Moscow, Russia
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The ladies of the Museum hosted a baby shower for
Mrs. Beatriz Hursey in mid May.

Beatriz Hursey proudly shows some of the baby gifts
she received

Joe and Beatriz Hursey are the parents of a boy, Sebastian Liam Hursey born May 26, 2012

Phil Reaka has been giving “slidshows” on the history of Paola on the 2nd. & 4th.Wednesday nights, at 7:00 pm
watch for announcements.
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Gary Landis, from Hillsdale brought in part of his collection of miniature farm
equipment that he has constructed. The models show in great detail the workings
of machines from a bygone past. Gary has won “Best of Show” awards in woodworking at the County Fair.

Lloyd Peckman modeling a baseball uniform that he wore when he
played for the Buchman Elevator
team back in the middle 1950s.

Phil Reaka during one of his “Paola, Then and Now” series
held on the 2nd. & 4th. Wednesdays of the month.

A Camel Bone Box; in water color
by Behzad Fallqhi from Kstahan, Iran
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Baptist Church on Peoria street, retired in the late
1950s. Burned in the early 70s.

First Methodist Paola

1st Christian Church, 1903

M.E. Church, Osawatomie, Kansas

Beagle United Methodist Church

Paola’s Holy Trinity built in 1880
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Early photo of Paola’s Presbyterian Church

contiued from page 9
The Green Valley Baptist Church was organized in Osawatomie Township in 1897.

The Christian Church
The First Christian Church of Louisburg was organized as the Church of Christ in 1872. The name was changed in 1951.
The Fontana Christian Church was organized in 1872 and chartered in1879 as the Church of Fontana. This church
disbanded in the early 1900’s; the church was re-opened in 1907.
The First Christian Church of Paola was chartered in as the Church of Christ in 1881 and final organization was completed
in 1884.
The First Christian Church of Osawatomie was organized in 1892 and held its first service in their new church building in
November 1893.

The Lutheran Church
Trinity Lutheran Church was organized at Block in 1866.

The Friends Church
The Friends Church, located 7 miles SW of Osawatomie, was established in 1859.

Churches no Longer in Existence
Rockville ( Later Asbury Methodist Episcopal Church) was organized in 1862. There is no record of when it closed.
Bethel Baptist Church –
organized 1877
closed 1974
Somerset Baptist Church – organized from the old Beaver Creek Church – in 1888
closed 1935
The First Christian Church of Hillsdale was organized in 1882 as the 1st Christian Church of Columbia.
The building is used as the Marysville Township Hall.
closed in 1926
New Hope Baptist Church, Hillsdale –
organized 1890
closed 1956
Plymouth Congregation Church, Paola –
organized 1871
closed 1921
Church of Christ, located 1 mile from Tontzville organized prior to 1899 closed 1962
Hillsdale A.M.E. Church (Columbia) organized 1886
closed late 1940’s
Pleasant Valley Church
organized 1870’s
closed 1947 or 1948
Interdenominational Church, Bellview founded 1891
closed early 1900’s
Little Mission Parish was established in the spring of 1866 at the home of Ellen Kubrea McGuirk 3 miles west and 1 mile
south of Louisburg. The “Little Mission” served the needs of the community until the Immaculate Conception church was
built in Louisburg in 1887.
McCabe Chapel (Jingo Methodist Church)
Somerset Methodist Episcopal Church
Wagstaff Presbyterian Church (Cumberland Presbyterian)
Zion Evangelical Church, Highland Eden Chapel (Methodist) No record of when it started

organized 1897
organized 1877
organized 1881
organized 1880

closed 1970
closed 1934
closed 1956
closed 1966
closed 1956

In 2011, Bernice Chitwood made a complete survey of the active churches in the county. This up-to-date (as of 2011) list
is available for review at the museum.
Primary source: History of Churches, Miami County Kansas, 1976, A Bicentennial Project of the Paola Association of
Churches, 1976.
Author’s Note: Over the years I’ve learned there are two things that will get you into trouble “faster then a speeding
bullet:” politics and religion. If I made any mistakes or left anything out, my apologies. Corrections or additions will be
appreciated.
For more detailed information about the early churches, the History of Churches is available for review at the museum.
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by Jim Bousman

Prelude to Alaska

Jim Bousman

Ah, yes, the “Gay Nineties”: that is the 1890s. The decade where everything was designed to be perceived as being peaceful
and plentiful. The opulence of the times was show cased at the Chicago World Fair and Columbian Exposition. It was the age
of the “Gibson Girls” and “Tin-Pan Alley”: where the plinking of the piano gave forth such songs as “Daisy Bell or a bicycle
built for two”; “Ta-ra-ra Boon-de-ay”; Hallelujah, I’m a Bum”; “Hello My Baby”; “There’ll be a Hot Time in the Old Town
Tonight” and “America the Beautiful”. The most popular dances of the
decade were the waltz and the two-step. Those living in the country
got RFD; not by satellite, but by a rural mail carrier.
Mark Twain coined the phrase the “Gilded Age”: meaning glittering
on the surface but corrupt underneath. This was the “Gay 90s”. Storm
clouds began gathering during the 1880s and the storm broke with a
vengeance in 1893.
New and better farm equipment meant farmers could produce more
wheat, corn and cotton. Farmers bought more land to farm and new
equipment to farm the land. Farm debt grew. As more and more land
was farmed, over production caused the price of farm goods to bottomed out. The expansion of the railroads created debt that could not
be covered by revenue, and railroad speculation (60% of stock) was heating up Wall Street. New silver mines in the west
were dumping silver on the market, causing the price of silver to fall. With the low price of silver, mines closed and miners
became unemployed. Farmers and mine owners lobbied Congress for the passage of the Sherman Silver Purchase Act, which
increased the amount of silver the government was allowed to purchase each month with green backs, redeemable in silver
or gold. The purpose was to create inflation, so that debt would be repaid with cheaper money.
East of Mississippi, the modern industrial economy was beginning to feel the stress of the times. In the west, the Populist
movement which began in Kansas was beginning to spread across the nation, and in the east, labor unions were forming.
Corporate giants were raking in huge profits at the expense of its employees and by controlling transportation, the giants
could eliminate smaller competitors. Economic pressure and other forces were rapidly merging to cause one of the nations
worse depression.
The railroad bubble broke on February 23, 1893, when
the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad declared bankruptcy. This was followed by hundreds of railroads, steel
mills and other businesses failing. Shortly after Cleveland’s inauguration, he persuaded Congress to repeal the
Sherman Silver Act, the result being a run on the nation’s
gold supply, causing it fall below $100 million. (Unlike
2008, where the government bailed out the banks, J.P.
Morgan loaned the government–at interest - $65 million
to shore up the gold standard.) As the concern for the
economy grew, a run on banks caused numerous bank
failures. Abroad, foreign investors dumped American
stocks to obtain American funds back by gold. Thus, began the Panic of 1893. At the height of the Depression,
18.4% of the nation was unemployed. During the next
four years, the nation averaged 14.5% unemployment.
Farmers and unemployed laborers marched on Washington D.C., as members of “Coxey’s Army”. Violent labor
strikes at coal mines and the Pullman plant signified unrest in the industrial North.
Miners operating a sluice box
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Up north and far away from the economic struggles in the lower 48 (modern language, actually 45, because AZ, NM, and
OK had not been admitted to statehood) prospectors and miners knew that gold could be found along the rivers in NW
Canada and Alaska. As far back as 1830, Russian fur traders and trappers had found small quantities of gold, but the fur
trade was more profitable and they ignored the gold. From the 1850s to the 1880s, prospectors searching the rivers and valleys continued to find increasing amounts of gold. Finally, in July, 1896, three men found a large amount of gold along Rabbit
Creek, a tributary of the Klondike river just across the Alaska border in Canada. What followed was the Klondike/Yukon
Gold Rush of 1897-1899.
Word of a substantial gold strike spread across NW Canada and Alaska. Local prospectors rushed to the Klondike, and
before Winter, closed the gold fields to the outside world; all the profitable sites along the rivers had been claimed. In the
Spring of 1897, steam ships landed at San Francisco and at Seattle carrying men with gold from the Klondike. The telegraph
spread the news and newspaper headlines shouted out: GOLD, GOLD, in the Klondike. People from all classes of life, including the Mayor of Seattle, quit their jobs and started preparing for the Stampede to the Yukon Territory. Before entering the
Yukon Territory, the Canadian government required each person to have a year’s supply of food and equipment. This usually
amounted to 2,000 pounds of supplies:

Chilkoot Trail 1898 Supplies
McDougall and Secord Klondike Outfit List (clothing & food):
2 suits heavy knit underwear
6 pairs wool socks
1 pairs heavy moccasins
2 pairs german stockings
2 heavy flannel overshirts
1 heavy woollen sweater
1 pair overalls
2 pairs 12-lb. blankets
1 waterproof blanket
1 dozen bandana handkerchiefs
1 stiff brim cowboy hat
1 pair hip rubber boots
1 pair prospectors’ high land boots
1 mackinaw, coat, pants, shirt 1 pair heavy buck mitts, lined
1 pair unlined leather gloves
1 duck coat, pants, vest
6 towels
1 pocket matchbox, buttons, needles and thread comb, mirror, toothbrush etc.
mosquito netting/1 dunnage bag
1 sleeping bag/medicine chest Pack saddles, complete horses
flat sleighs
100 lbs. navy beans
150 lbs. bacon
400 lbs. flour
40 lbs. rolled oats
20 lbs. corn meal
10 lbs. rice
25 lbs. sugar
10 lbs. tea
20 lbs. coffee
10 lbs. baking powder
20 lbs. salt
1 lb. pepper
2 lbs. baking soda
1/2 lb. mustard
1/4 lb. vinegar
2 doz. condensed milk
20 lbs. evaporated potatoes
5 lbs. evaporated onions
6 tins/4 oz. extract beef
75 lbs. evaporated fruits
4 pkgs. yeast cakes
20 lbs. candles
1 pkg. tin matches
6 cakes borax
6 lbs. laundry soap
1/2 lb. ground ginger
25 lbs. hard tack
1 lb. citric acid
2 bottles Jamaica ginger
It should be noted the majority of U.S. supplies were purchased at Portland or Seattle and upon reaching the Canadian
border, the NW Mounted Police collected a duty. Whereas, Canadian purchasers paid a duty at Skagway or Dyea, Alaska.
On Tuesday, February 1, 1898, a procession of 300 people,
lead by the Sunflower Band, paraded to the train depot at
Louisburg to help send off three of their townsmen to the
Klondike. L.C. Aldrich, R.W. Boyle and E. Vance Lee were
headed to Seattle to board a steamship bound for Skagway,
Alaska. At the depot the band played a selection of songs
and Charley Moore proposed three cheers, which were given, before the boys shook hands and boarded the train for
Kansas City.
To be continued in the Fall issue
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Troop K, 114th Cavalry Regiment
1927-1940

Jim Bousman

When Kansas was Indian Territory, the U.S. Army was tasked with the responsibility of maintaining order and enforcing
the laws of the land. Shortly after becoming Kansas Territory in 1854, a state militia was formed. This state militia was the
forerunner of the Kansas National Guard.
Before WW1, Miami County was home to Company D, 1st Kansas Infantry, Kansas National Guard. This unit was called
to active duty in the Spring of 1916 after Pancho Villa’s raid on Columbus, New Mexico. They served along the Rio Grande
River in Texas before returning to Kansas in the Fall of 1916. On August 5, 1917, Company D answered the call for duty
during WW 1 as Company D, 137th Infantry Regiment, 35th Division. The 137th was demobilized and discharged at Camp
Funston, Fort Riley Kansas in May 1919.
During WW 1, Paola was home to Company C, 6th Battalion, Kansas State Guard. This Company was made up of local
men who drilled and trained to safe guard the community while Company D was in France. Company C was mustered out
of service on March 17, 1919.
Between March 1919 and April 1927, there was no military presence in Miami County. The reason for this absence is a
story unto itself. Suffice it to say the zeitgeist precluded the establishment of a strong military, which included the National
Guard.
Within the powers of the National Defense Act of 1920, the first troops of the 114th Cavalry Regiment were recruited during 1921 and 1922. It wasn’t until 1927 that Paola was selected as a location for a new troop of cavalry. On or about March
9, 1927, Frank L. Tomlinson, Walter Ringer, and John B. Carpenter travel to Topeka to confer with the Adjutant General,
Kansas National Guard and plan for establishing a headquarters cavalry troop in Paola. The troop would be made up of a
staff platoon and a communications platoon. The staff platoon consisted of a staff and messenger section, intelligence section, plans and training section, and a pioneer and demolitions section. The communications section included a message
center, radio and panel section, and a wire section. Frank Tomlinson was appointed recruiting officer to fill an authorized
complement of 60 men.
By the end of April 1927, 62 Miami County men has been recruited for the troop:
Frank L Tomlison
Kenneth R. Ross
Carroll L. Mouck
Noble M. Light
Ralph L. Evans
Richard C. Hamm
Bert W. Roberts
Leo C. Dobbs
Oliver M. Tawney

W. W. Ringer
John M. Farrell
Elvin L. Keith
George F. Fordyce
Wesley McNelley
Merlin E. Toman
William R. Carpenter
Robert M. Potts
Paul H. Craig

Charles W. Clark
Hugh S. Thornhill
Fern P. Doty
William C. Diehl
Charles E. Buchaman
Wilbur D. Carpenter
Edgar E. Conley
Wendell O. Phillips
llen A. Montgomery

Karl M. Krumsick
Raynond E. Boice
Gerald R. Vale
Chilton L. Cully
Kenneth L. Russell
Gerald F. Koehler
Sterling O. Carpenter
Joel M. Cutting
Emery Bingham

John Beeghly
William P. Perry
Harry L. Mount
Ernest C. Reiter

Frank N. Johnson
Walter L. Six
Leonard J. Oyster
Kenneth F. Meek

Fred O. Garrett
David P. Lugwig
Deward M. Johnson Milton L. Price
Bernard D. Ellis
Murl D. Billam

Bernard F. Clark
Robert L. Sellers
George M. Krumsick
Robert M. Sands
John E. White
Dean Huff
Herbert Lee
Howard Bouslaugh
Raymond F. Clark

Charles P. Vickers
Christy L. Schroeder
Thomas C. Reed

During the years, many men served in Troop K. During the Depression years, enrollment in Troop K provided
additional income for many families. As of this writing there are only four or five survivors: Clifford Oscar
Durland, James (Jim) Wills, Jack Kaiser of Lawrence, Bill Roberts of Pleasanton and possibly John Lighter.
The armory for Troop K was located on W. Wea street, north of the present Senior Center. The barn and
stables for the 20-25 horses assigned to the troop is the white building located on the east side of N. Iron street
just before the railroad tracks on the property now owned by Kahn Culvert, Inc.
Troop K drilled Monday nights and went to Fort Riley for two weeks’ training until 1940. Pursuant to General Order
No. 16, issued by the Adjutant General, State of Kansas, on September 30, 1940, Troop K, 114th Cavalry became Battery F,
127th Field Artillery (155 mm Howitzers), at the same station.
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Miami County
Genealogy Research Library
Section of the Miami County Historical Museum Newsletter

An Interesting Life Trip
Betty Bendorf
A few years ago my grandson approached me with a request. He had to write a term paper for school. The topic: Ask a family
member ‘What was a turning point in your life?’
Well, there are a lot of thoughts that come to mind down through the years. But one stood out that led me down a path for
the last 30 years.
Back in the l950s, my Dad advised me that I was eligible to be a member of the D.A.R. His sister had done the work for
a D.A.R.membership. But between raising a family and work, I didn’t do anything. Time went on and we moved to Miami
County, Kansas. One day in the newspaper was an article: “New DAR Chapter to form in Paola”. So of course I took the clue
and attended the meeting, found out what was needed, and informed my dad. He sent the papers of my aunt, so my daughter
and I were off and running. We became members of DAR in February, 1981.
I felt that I needed to know how to do the research, so a friend and I decided to join the local Genealogy Society. Another
newspaper article advised of a time and place. We went but found that it was the Historical Society. Anyway, we joined. Later
we found the Genealogy Society and joined that also.
Now both organizations were working on projects, so we got involved. The Historical Group was working on collecting
family stories and history of Miami County. I began to talk to people, go to clubs for interviews and help them write their
stories, and also type the ones that were hand written.
The Genealogy group was taking up the task of “rereading” the stones in the cemeteries of Miami County and getting them
ready to be published. Now this meant a lot of time walking up and down the rows
of stones in cemeteries, (dodging a few snakes, looking out for poison ivy and finding where the chiggers are) taking the information home and typing it and coming
back to proof my typing. All of this did not get done overnight.
After all is said and done, we published two volumes of “Family Stories” and three
volumes of “Cemeteries of Miami County”.
Also, after becoming a DAR I became involved and held several Chapter offices
and several State offices. I have made a number of trips to Washington D.C. to
the National “Continental Congress”. In my quest to learn how to do research, I
became a Certified Volunteer Genealogist to work on Supplemental DAR papers.
I have slowed down a lot, but I am still hooked on history of all kinds. It just
seems to bring out the detective in a person, and the joy and satisfaction when the
answers are found. Mostly, the rewards are the happy looks of the people when
you have helped them find that elusive piece of information that they have been
looking for. You have finally found out all the reasons your ancestors left homes in
the east and took on the hardships of going west. You admire them for the hardy
people they were.
Now, all this from a person who did not like history in High School.
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The following are Walk-in Researchers to the library during this last quarter and surnames, or information, being
searched for.
Kathryn Barnett (Hill, Boyd)
J.D. Miller (Henry Miller)
Nellie L. Brandt ( copies & membership)
Dolores J Rush (Rev. Martin, White, & membership)
Leslie Carlson (History of Church)
Larry Mooney (Marmon, Mooney)
Robert A. Sutton (Isiah Mealy
Roger White (Thomas & James Haney,
Holy Cross cemetery & membership)
Harriet Salts (William T Harris, Mary Ann Harris, Susan
Olinger)
Janice Shelton (Smith, Hulcy)
Jim Howell (Albert Crawford)
Maren International Gen. Search (Clarence Burhman)
Lawrence Goodie (John Goudie, & membership)
Marsha Kibble (John & Ellen Whitaker)
ZoAnn McConchie (Whiteford cem & membership)
Stan & Lucille Howitt (Edward Haney )
Gloyd R Johnson (Johnson)
Norma Redick ( Markum/Markham, Holtby, Thompson)
Lloyd Christie (Christie & membership)
Lucille Isaman (Posey)
Claudia Provin (Provin, Faldman, Folks, Oberheide, Neu)
Emma Jean Newland (Shannon, Allen, Sherod, Brennan)
Mike Clark (school year books)
Carol Ayres (Charley White & John Sanders)
These researchers came from Kansas, Missouri, Texas,
Pennsylvania, Tennessee, California, Oregon, Washington,
Indiana and Colorado.

Recent Acquisitions
The museum has received the following items for the permanent collections during this quarter:
Roger Shipman (Old Eastman Kodak camera)
Harold S Archer (Blue & Gray Book & magazine)
Bill Massey (School photo of Juanita Massey )
Josh Furnish (Boy Scout cabinet)
Roger Prothe (Ivory throw with note about textile)
Massey Family (Friendship Quilt by Juanita Massey)
Ronald Wilson (early envelope & stamps )
James Morgan Jr (Quilt made from basketball uniforms )
Carl Buchman (hand school bell from New Lancaster &
photos)
Phil McLaughlin (wrenches)
Elsie Cordle (Large wrench)
Fred Helm (Brakemans brake club MKT RR)
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GUESTS AND VOLUNTEERS
This quarter there were 544 visitors to the museum
from the states of Oregon, Kansas, Missouri, Arkansas,
Washington, Arizona, Tennessee, Virginia, Indiana,
Oklahoma, California, Colorado, Iowa, Georgia, Utah,
Illinois, New Mexico, Florida and Singapore.
This quarter 37 volunteers worked l329 hours plus
many additional hours not recorded.
QUERIES
John Carlson wanted information on Otis Bell, Mabel Bell,
Hardley Bell and several of the Gardner family.
Sharon Crawford Lake is seeking information on Crawford
Family .
Alice Hecox wanted information on Book, “See The Dragon” by Don Arndt and how to locate the l940 census.
Janice Cigler wants page from Vol 2 Family History with
Anglin story.
Byron Wolter wants to know if we have information on
Jacob Brinkman and Queenie Brinkman.
Victoria Herzberg Toler is looking for Sophia & Thomas
Fitzgerald
Charlene Marvin is trying to find the burial of George P.
Furgason
Kathy Martin wants an obit for Dr. William S. Ealy.
Joan Dalton wants patient records from Osawatomie Mental Hospital for Sarah Dalton.
International Genealogical Search Inc. wanted Obit and
Probate for Clarence Burhman.
Kelly Discher wants information on photograpter in this
area named “Howard”
Melora Hiles wants information on Anne Coply Bache and
adopted girls Vera Dorothy and Marguerite.
Neal Leroy Fenton needs marriage record for Wesley John
Fenton and Louisa Elizabeth Barnard 25 Dec l881 and
Richard Watson Fenton and Erma D. Barnard in 1882.
Bonnie Emmert is interested in the Morgan Family
Helen Hyde wants marriage record of Raleigh Sharp and
Velma Lucas.
M.E. Hardy needs marriage record of Al Growl and Mary
Louisa Wilson.
Our research committee headed by Elsie Cordle and Iris
Kluber has researched these queries

Miami County Publications—Summer Sale
Journeys of Ursuline Academy & College
New this Year! The history of Ursuline Collage with personal stories, scrapbooks and photos,
Hardback price is $35.00 plus $5.00 P&H
CD now available
Hardback

Family Histories and Stories of Miami County, Kansas, 1987 VOL I
Reduced Now only $20.00 plus P&H

Family Histories and Stories of Miami County, Kansas, 1998 VOL II
Excess Inventory Sale $20.00 plus P&H

Cemeteries of Miami County, Vol. I (rural south 2/3 of county)
Beagle, Block, Cashman, Daganett, Debrick, Fontana; Frank, Greenvalley, Herman, Highland, Hodges, Indianapolis,
Jingo, Fressenden, Mannen, Miami, County Poor Farm, Mound Creek/Mount Nebo, New Hope, New Lancaster, Rock
ville, Settle, Spring Gtove, Stanton, Whiteford and Wilson-Raymer Hardback (Reprint) $19.50 plus P&H
Cemeteries of Miami County, Vol. II (north 1/3 of county)
Antioch, Ayers, Bucyrus, Old Marysville, Hillsdale (old & new), Louisburg (old & new), Pleasant Valley, Rock Creek,
Scott’s Valley, Somerset, St. Mary’s, Wagstaff, Wea, Holy Rosary, (Lane & Shively in Franklin Co.)
Hardback (Reprint) $19.50 plus P&H
Cemeteries of Miami County, Vol. III
Paola City, Oswatomie City, Holy Trinty, Memorial Gardens and 1990 updates for all cemeteries
Hardback
$25.00 plus P&H
Softback $20.00 plus S&H
(Glenwild & Sharen in Cass Co.)
Illustrated Historical Atlas of Miami County, 1878, 1901 or 1927
Photocopies of the original Atlas includes many pictures and ownership maps of the county Softback
$15.00 plus P&H
Index of Taxpayers of Miami County, 1878
Lists of land owners or residents $3.00 plus $1.00 for P&H
The Story of Paola, 1857-1950 by McLachlin
Softback Part 1 and Hardback Part 2 with Index to both parts Sold as a set $19.50 plus P&H Softback Part 1 $9.50 Index
only for original book owners $5.00
457 old barns in full color 136 pages

Barns of Miami County, Kansas
$39.95 plus P&H

Hardback used books - Genealogy & Highschool yearbooks, priced as marked.
And So It Began by Bettie Garrison Ore
The Miami County Historical Society 1965-1980 price $5.00 plus P&H
Probate Index of Miami County, Kansas 1858-1941 CD-ROM $15.00 plus P&H
Paola in 2nd. Half of the 20th Century by Ross, $10.00 plus P&H -Great Book! Good Buy!!
Cliff Wright’s , World War II For One, $18.27 plus P&H and Kansas Folklore $21.46 plus P&H
Lest We Forget (List of Oswatomie Alumni) $6.00 plus P&H
WW I Letters Home by Jim Bousman $25.00 plus $5.00 P&H
Kansas Then and Now, Monroe Dodd, $26.95 plus S&H
Paola High School Alumni 1888-1988 $4.00 plus P&H
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All of the above prices include sales tax. Please make checks to: Miami Co. Gen / Hist Societies
12 East Peoria
e-mail: museum@mchgm.org
Paola, KS 66071-0123
Phone 913-294-4940
Web site www.thinkmiamicountyhistory.com
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