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“Message from the Director”
My first five months working as the Director of the Miami County Museum
has been incredibly eventful, as well as busy. I have seen everything come
through this museum that I could imagine, and a few items that I could not
believe. All in all, it has been very rewarding work serving as your museum’s
director.
With that said, our museum is coming along faster than we thought. Our
visitor count has been growing, membership is up more than three times since
May and we have been receiving great reviews from the local Miami Republic
newspaper and recently the Kansas City Star newspaper listed us as one of
the top ten “Treasures of the Civil War”. Recently reporters from the Kansas
City Star traveled throughout the Kansas and Missouri border area, reviewing
numerous museums for the last six months, and listed our museum’s Border
War/Civil War exhibit as the sixth best; this is quite an accomplishment for
our museum, from where we started only a short time ago. I want to thank all
who helped develop this exhibit and to our members for their generous support.

Joe Hursey

Our next goal is to continue our exhibit into the next phase which will continue in time sequence from our
Civil War period exhibit which ended in 1876. This next phase will take place covering the period of 1877 to
1900, but this is where our members and visitors come in. As we all are aware, very few things can be accomplished without funding, and our museum is one of them. The majority of any museums funding derives from
its memberships, donations and endowments, unfortunately not grants. Many may not know this, but grants
cannot be utilized to pay daily bills such as electric, printing, insurance etc. For this reason, we work hard at
developing and carrying out fund raisers, membership drives and contact with business donors. So if you see us
coming around, please understand that we are working towards ensuring your museum can operate on the level
that it has been for the last five months. If you have friends who have not been to our museum, please spread
the word; their attendance is part of what supports our museum.
Also, be aware that we are hosting an authentic Harvest Fest fundraiser dinner, which will have food prepared
as authentically as possible, of what our local residents would have eaten here in Kansas, 150 years ago during a
harvest dinner. The dinner will be $25 per person and will include a menu consisting possibly of buffalo, wild
turkey rabbit and beef. We will also have music and one or two programs from visiting guest speakers as well as
prizes and an auction. So please help support your museum and I hope to see you there for this great event.
This dinner will be held at 6:00 p.m. on November 10th at the Paola Community Center.
If you have any questions, suggestions or other issues you would like to address, please contact me at
913-294-4940 or by e-mail at whursey@hotmail.com.
Thank You Again,
Joe Hursey

Fall Programs Mark your calendars
October 22nd, at 4:00 p.m.
Children’s History of Halloween Program

November 21st, at 6:00 p.m.
John Brown and Miami County

October 24th, at 6:00 p.m.
The History of Halloween, Adult Program

December 12th, at 6:00 p.m.
Weapons of the Border and Civil Wars
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President’s Message
Dear Members and
Friends,
What a summer it was! The
Miami County Historical
Museum recorded more
visitors in the past three
months than almost the
entire time last year and we
are very thrilled and appreciative! Thanks to the hard
work of the Civil War Committee and all the volunteers who gave so much of their time and efforts. We
also want to thank our director, Joe Hursey, for his
ten and fourteen hour days when he took over the
guidance of the museum.
We continue looking forward to future events that
will draw more people to our museum. We have had
a number of groups from towns around the county
and outside Paola. A large group came from Kansas
City and expressed much amazement at the quality of
the exhibit.
In the immediate future is the upcoming Harvest
Festival Fund -Raising Banquet. This will be held at
the Paola Community Center on November 10th..
There will be more information about the event as
time goes on.
As always we, invite you to be a part of this growing
organization. Your time of volunteering will be most
welcome and you will find it a most pleasant place to
work.
Sincerely,
Bettie G. Ore, Pres.
Miami County Historical Society

RECENT ACQUISITIONS
The museum has received the following items for the
permanent collections during this quarter
David Gibson (Jacob Koehler & Son, Paola bottle)
Francis Dudley (Childs roll top desk)
Mildred Hearn (Spring Grove photos)
Carl Buchman (advertising pens)
Bettie Ore (1974 Almanac calendar)
Mag Doherty (1 case records)
Alison Ralston (cook books)
Mary Agnes Scherman (dress forms and 1941 wedding dress)
Connie Freeman (old bonnet)
John Vickers (grade school books)

ORAL HISTORY
Contact Betty Bendorf at the Museum to schedule
your interview. Pat Erickson is ready to transcribe
them.
LuAnn Debrick is on board to help with interviews.

NEWSLETTER
The newsletter has changed to a different format in
this issue as we have moved the genealogy section to
the last six pages.
When you open the back cover it will appear that
you are reading a separate publication. In the future
we are hoping to have more articles and helpful tips
about discovering your roots. If you have some tips
about genealogy mail them in.

Fall Programs
October 22nd, at 4:00 p.m.
Children’s History of Halloween Program

Financial
The Miami County Historical Museum, Historical
& Genealogy Societies are a Non-Profit Organization with a tax exempt status allowed by the Internal
Revenue Dept. Gift and Donations received by the
Societies are Deductible for Income Tax purposes.
Additional information or questions regarding Endowments, Trusts, etc., please contact us at
913-294-4940
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As Halloween approaches, it is fun to learn why we
celebrate Halloween. This program gives the history
of where our traditions of Halloween came, and why
we celebrate it the way we do, from why we wear
costumes, to giving candy to carving pumpkins.
This kid friendly program will not only feature the
history, but will also have some activities associated
with Halloween. Program should last approximately
1 to 1 ½ hours. Program is appropriate for children,
3 years old to 10 years old. Cost is $1 per child, parents are free.

MINI MINUTES
June
This is the first meeting at our new time. At last meeting it was decided to change to the first Thursday
of the month at 6 p.m. This will allow more working
people to attend.
Discussion on increasing membership, also a new
operating statement was presented. It is done on the
computer and better tracks income and expenses.
More discussion on getting the back-up system on
Carbonite. Mike Hursey is working on a new brochure for the museum. Sherry Godman will help.
Discussion on raising the dues but decided to leave
as is for now.
Discussion on getting a digital frame to be put at
Louisburg Cider Mill and the Court House. Look into
free advertising on radio stations. Hannes Poetter will
handle adding information on the facebook.

July
Curator Joe Hursey discussed the sale of the 1929
Model A Ford Sedan. He stated lack of space to store
it, how much it cost to keep and how many times it
was shown. After discussion, Joe asked for someone
to take charge of finding ways to produce income and
cost of restoring, no one offered. Motion was made to
sell, seconded and passed. Bids will be taken.
Roger Shipman has volunteered to redesign and
produce our Quarterly. We thank him.
The museum had a great turnout for the Wine Stroll.
Mike Hursey furnished the finger food and wine was
provided by the Middle Creek Winery. We had a full
house and it was a success. The Heartland Art Guild
still had the Miniature Art Show on display.
Joe Hursey has asked for a grant to advertise the
Civil War Exhibit.
On Sunday July 31, Joe gave a program “An Evening
with Quantrill”
For future projects, Joe says we have a lot of ideas
we need volunteers to run with the ideas.
Discussion on the need to have dues paid as soon
after the first of the year as possible and no later than
the middle of March.
Ursuline book sales is going very well. Just need to
get the word out.

August
Discussion on need to fill four Directors vacancies
Discussion on revising the By-Laws. Darrell, Elsie
and Nina appointed to go over them and report at
next meeting
Motion to appoint Joe as financial advisor was seconded and passed.
Discussion on artifacts that are donated to the museum
Bettie Ore read a “Vote of Confidence” for Joe
Hursey for the first 3 months as Curator. After everyone signed it was presented to Joe with a 6 pack of
coke.
Joe reported that the program “Evening with Quantrill” was a success.
A tour of Franciscan men and women to see the
Duchesne artifacts suggested that an Indian Mission
replica be put in the Indian room.
Hannes and Mike Hursey plan to go to the businesses for memberships.
The museum is planning a Harvest Festival dinner to
be held November 10 at 6:00 P.M. in the Paola Community Center.

Mark your calenders for these programs

Fall Programs
October 24th, at 6:00 p.m.
The History of Halloween, Adult Program
Although the kids enjoy Halloween more than we
do, as adults, the history of Halloween is still interesting and exciting. This program will answer
questions of which cultures were influential in the
development and history of American Halloween
traditions, from the true background behind Halloween characters such as vampires, werewolves
and witches and more. Cost is free for members
of the museum and $2.00 per person for nonmembers. Program should last approximately 1
hour.
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“Miami County Museum Meets 21st Century Technology”.
Facebook, e-mail, digital age, WiFi, iphone, ipads, laptops and smart phones are on us, whether we want them
or not! These words and electronic devices seem simple enough in the hands of our young generation, but
also strike fear in the hearts and minds of our middle and older age members and visitors. But as our museum
progresses in its path to becoming a great museum, we cannot ignore these new technological ideas and their
important uses that can enhance our museum.
First, I understand everyone’s fear at the mention of technology and bringing it into the museum. People have
made comments to me, that either “they are too old to learn; don’t own any of these electronic items; or just
do not want to work with them”! So what do we do then? Do we as a business not use Facebook, which is an
electronic media internet site used by 90% of all American businesses for advertising. Facebook advertisements
alone hit nearly 300 million people a day; the K.C. Star newspaper hits 800,000 or ¼ of a percent of the people a
day that Facebook does in a day. This is the “now” technology and in the future we cannot ignore it.
So where does that leave you? Many feel that as the museum advances into the digital age that the people who
do not use electronic devices or have computers, cell phones and email, will be left out. This is not a true statement in most respects. Although you may not use e-mail, the museum will still contact you by phone or mail.
These new electronic devices are just another way we can present the museum to our customers and business
partners who choose to use these electronic devices and technology.
One example is the use of the QRC or Quick Response Code which I will attach at the bottom of this article. It
looks like a square with a jumble of squares in it. Scary looking thing to some, but all you have been using this
item since 1974, when it was called a UPC code; that little bar code on all of your groceries. The difference between the UPC code and the QRC code is that the QRC code is connected to the internet.
Our next step into the museum’s future will be to video tape our museum staff giving tours of our exhibits. Once
we tape them, we put the videos on the internet and make a QRC code picture and place it next to the exhibit.
A visitor to our museum can come into the museum and if they have a “smartphone” (cellphone with internet
access) they can scan the QRC code and our video that we made of the exhibit with play on their phone. We will
continue to give guided tours, but this is another way to not only enhance our museum, but actually transform
our facility into one of the few museums in the state to adopt this technology. Utilizing this new technology will
give our museum the advantage of attracting new visitors and the younger generation who prefer using this new
technology.
Joe Hursey

Book Signing and Talk
Oct. 26th at 7:oo P.M., the Miami County
Historical Museum will host author Tom
Rafiner.
Rafiner will present a talk on his Civil War
period book, “Caught Between Three Fires”.
Afterwards, Tom will be signing purchased
copies of his book

This is the “Facebook” QRC
link to the the Museum, snap a
photo with your smart phone
and take a peak.
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“Caught Between Three Fires” for the first
time, reconstructs a lost history, of General
Order No.11 and total destruction of four
western counties of Missouri.

History’s Mysteries
Researching efforts at the Miami County Historical Museum has taken on a new major objective:
Discovering new information on William Quantrill. Quantrill spent considerable time in Miami County and particularly Paola. When Torrey and Beeson (who were responsible for bringing Quantrill to the Kansas Territory)
became merchants in Paola, Quantrill now had two hometown friends to visit with.
Specifically, our focus has centered on the location of the school house where Judge Roberts assigned Quantrill to do his teaching.
According to Connelly’s book, “Quantrill and the Border Wars,” the location of the school was on the Northwest
corner of the Southwest quarter of Section 33, Township 17, Range 22 about a half mile from judge Roberts
house. Quantrill stayed with the Robert’s family for a short period of time before moving to another local resident in Judge Robert’s School District.
Using this land description and plotting it on an old map (1877) which showed the Roberts land still marked
with the house on it, and importantly the Section, Township, and Range of this school. Overlaying a current
map of the area, we discovered where the school once stood.
The currently standing shelter house at the Osawatomie City Lake would be just a few
yards from the location of the school house. Yes, that’s right—remember the lake was
not there during 1859-60!
Consult the map and the location will become very obvious to you.
Does anyone have any new information relating to William Quantrill while in Miami
County and Paola? Also, adding to the location of the school that he once taught would
be very helpful as well.
If so, please call the Museum and let us know what history you have discovered.
Phil Reaka
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Franciscan Sisters
In July I was asked if I could open the museum on a Sunday afternoon for a group of six visiting sisters from the
Franciscan Order of Kansas City, Missouri, so they could view the Philippine Duchesne exhibit. Now while we
are normally closed on Sunday’s, we obliged their request due to their strict schedule of daily routines and regimens.
While we have had many nuns and sisters visit the Philippine Duchesne exhibit, these sisters were not what I
expected. As a historian, these six sisters looked every bit the image of the old description of the 13th century’s
“Friar Tuck” character as could be imagined. Now let me explain that I am not being condescending when I
describe them this way, because after talking with them, they are the most traditional Franciscan Order in the
United States, which they are very proud of; from their brown tunics down to their knotted waist rope to their
sandals.
After initially meeting with them, I gave them a tour of our museum ending with the Duchesne exhibit. Most of
my tours last about an hour, but three hours into the tour, they still had a million questions about Saint Philippine
and her life in this region of Kansas as well as her ministry to the Potawatomie Indians during the 1840’s. After
the tour, they explained they would like to bring a larger group to see the exhibit in August.
Early August I got a call from the Sisters, inviting me and my family to go with them and their group to the Duchesne site in Linn County, Ks. We spent a full day with them touring the site and them teaching me about Duchesne. The day ended with their group of 25 people, including a Priest, family members and a few more sisters
coming back to the museum for a tour.
The tour ended with the exchange of names and numbers so that we can later share more information and research that the museum or the order discovers on the history of Philippine Duchesne. All in all, they were just as
educational for me, as I was for them I think. Not only did they teach me how important our history is to them,
but also how influential Saint Philippine Duchesne is still to them to this day. ~ Joe Hursey

Miami County Museum’s Top Benefactors
Baerhr Foundation

Paola City

Betty Bendorf

Kathy and Dirk Vandever

Miami County Medical Center

First Option Bank, Paola

Paola Heartland and Tourism

Roger Casper

Dennis and Cindy Richards, Somerset Winery

Isabel Rohrer

Kristen and Steven Graue, Middle Creek Winery

Jim Bousman

Don and Cathy Warring, Night Hawk Winery

Citizens State Bank

Casa Somerset

Spring Hill Oil

Elliot Insurance
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A display of artifacts found under and around the foundation of the Nuns House site on the Saint Philippine Duchesne property. These items are thought to be more than 150 years old.
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A group of “Home schooled kids“ taking the tour

Joe Hursey giving some children a close up look of
some Indian arrowheads.

“Roving Good Sams R.V. Club” on tour, from Wichita, KS.

General Edward Hand Chapter, Daughters of American Revolution
tour from Ottawa, KS.
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Anita Cox & winner of Miniature Art Show with
Joe Hursey & Mayor Artie Stuteville.

Our Volunteers
Betty Ore
Betty Bendorf
Vera Dakin
Bernice Chitwood
Jim Bousman
Phil Reaka
Roger Shipman
Nina Gerkin
Hannes Poetter
Luanne Debrick
Junior Ayres
Elsie Cordle
Iris Kluber
Joan Mueller
Pat Erickson
Colleen Ewan
Joan Curran
Elisabeth Zacharais
Belinda Wolf Whitaker
Wayne Johnson
Darlene Sutherland
Eleanor Richardson
Carl Buchman
Darrell Williams
Larry Lybarger
Shelley Erickson

Marketing and Promotion
Raised membership by over three times in the last quarter
Management of over 50,000 genealogy records
Management of over 12,000 museum artifacts
Historical Research and Volunteer / Front Desk
Historical Research
Redesign and development of Museum Quarterly
Treasurer / Volunteer Worker
Website/Facebook Management
Volunteer / Front Desk
Facility Management
Volunteer Researcher
Volunteer Researcher
Volunteer / Past Perfect data entry
Volunteer / Front Desk
Volunteer / Front Desk
Volunteer / Artifact tracking
Volunteer / Past Perfect data entry
Volunteer Worker
Volunteer Worker
Volunteer / Artifact tracking
Volunteer Worker
Facility, Electrical Maintenance
Volunteer Worker
Historical Research
Volunteer Worker

The museum is always in need of more help, stop by and see what you can do to improve this wonderful establishment by volunteering your time and talent.

Baehr Charitable Foundation Trust Grant Approved
We have been approved to receive $10,675 in a grant to complete the second phases of Talking Head Displays
which will depict Miami County’s Unique History from 1877 to 1900. This next phase of the exhibit will consist
of approximately 40 additional 30”x 20” photos that will depict the history of Miami County and its residents
during the industrial age. Also this period witnessed the rise of new towns within Miami County.
The first phase of our “Bleeding Kansas” photo display which has been on exhibit since May 9th of this year, has
drawn about 1600 visitors as well as reporters from local papers and the Kansas City Star. We have also continually on a daily basis received rave reviews from the local public and museum visitors about the large photos.
We currently have an additional $12,000 in outstanding grants that we have applied for and should know the
status of all of these grants by October 28th. As long as we maintain this pattern of grants received, we should be
able to build a fantastic museum for all to be proud of and want to visit.
Page 11

General order No. 11
By, Jim Bousman
I have been having a difficult time trying to decide what to write about this month. My mind seems to be occupied
with the Civil War, hardships many non-combatants endured, and beyond Miami County. And yet, to some degree, there
is a Miami County connection.
In the April 27, 2011 edition of the Osawatomie Journal, Grady Atwater wrote an excellent article about William
Quantrill’s early days in Miami County and his eventual conversion from being raised as an abolitionist to a Confederate
Partisan. One of the stories we tell at the museum is the Quantrill story.
There are many unanswered questions relating to the role of known and possible unknown players in the pursuit
of Quantrill after the Lawrence raid on August 21, 1863. The record shows that three distinguished Union officers were
refused permission to pursue and engage Quantrill by the commanding officer at Paola -- when Quantrill was at his weakest. We know the last rear guard action in Kansas took place west of Paola, that Quantrill’s force crossed Bull Creek 5 miles
north of Paola (approximately 271st and Harmony), and then rested south of Hillsdale. (We also know that a rifle used by
one of Quantrill’s men was recovered from a pond west of Hillsdale and a member of Quantrill’s force was hung at Rocky
Ford.) Those precious hours of rest without pressure from Union forces, allowed Quantrill to regain his strength and escape back into Missouri.
The excitement, outrage, and anger that boiled up in Kansas after the Lawrence raid was taken out on the civilian
population of the four Missouri counties which became know as the “Burnt District”. Senator Jim Lane didn’t think General Thomas Ewing was being aggressive enough against the civilian population and threatened to lead his own force into
Missouri. On September 8, 1863, Senator Lane addressed a group of men at Paola with the intent of rallying them to follow him into Missouri to recover property stolen at Lawrence. General Lane hoped to recruit 1000 men for this invasion,
however, only a few hundred gathered for the rallying speeches. Midway through his speech a rain storm formed and the
resulting rain dispersed the crowd. (Although the literature says that a 1000 men marched toward Westport on September
9th, there is no evidence to support the claim.)
Although the foundation of the infamous General Order 11 was conceived months before General Ewing issued
the Order, the order’s effect was devastating on both loyalist and southern sympathizers. General Order 11 was issued on
August 25, 1863 just four days after the sacking of Lawrence. The
intent of the order was to deprive the guerrillas of support from the
local population. The order mandated the evacuation of all peoples
living in rural Jackson, Cass, Bates and northern Vernon counties of
Missouri, except in designated cities. Loyalist had to prove they were
loyal to the Union and to move to within a mile of designated Union
garrisons. All those, including loyalist, not granted a certificate by the
Union Army, were forced to move out of the “Burnt District”. (Order
10, issued August 18, 1863, ordered all the wives and the children of
known guerrillas, and also women who are heads of families and are
willfully engaged in aiding guerrillas, to leave the district.)
Joshua Owings, Gabriel, Hiram and Hicks George were guerillas fighters under the command of William Quantrill. Gabriel George
was killed February 22, 1862 at Independence while on a raid with
Quantrill. Hiram George (hung by Union soldiers and survived) and
Hicks George survived the war. The three George boys were brothers
of Francis Fitzhugh George Moore Kabrick.
The following is based on a letter written by Mrs. Kabrick of her
experience during the Civil War and the hardships her family suffered
as a result of Order No. 11.
Francis George married Ezra Moore in March of 1860. Ezra
Moore (a member of Quantrill’s guerrillas) was killed in a fight with
Federal troops west of Pleasant Hill, Missouri in July,1862. When his
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body was recovered from a shallow grave, it was found to have powder burns in front of his left ear. In February, 1863 her
father, David C. George, age 65, was killed near Eldorado Springs while returning from a visit to southwest Missouri.
In August of 1863, Francis Moore, her sister Martha Owings, her mother and children were forced to leave their
home in Jackson County pursuant to Order No. 11. According to Mrs. Moore, the exodus was the “terblest drive that was
ever experienced by women and children”. “ Everyone in the county was moving at one time”, writes Mrs. Moore, “ in
weather that was hot, dry and dusty.” Mrs. Moore wrote, “the dust was so thick on fences, it could be gathered up by hands
full” and “white women and children looked like Negroes”. Without time to get organized, families had to move any way
they could; most not knowing where they would go or if they could find a place to live. Eventually, Mrs. Moore and her
family found a place to live in Lafayette County Missouri.
Mrs. Moore describes the hardship the family endured during the war. With all the men gone, the women had
to do the men’s work. They plowed and planted the fields, raised hogs, planted garden, cut wood and lived through the
plagues of nature. Winter was especially hard, and she describes a trip of nine miles in a blizzard with her nephew riding
behind her. About half way they stopped to get warm and she found his boots frozen to his feet and his “ears frozen so stiff
they could have broken off ”. With supplies dwindling, she made trips to Jackson county through rain, sleet, and snow for
provisions and to sell hogs. On one trip to sell hogs, when she arrived at a house for the night, her clothes were frozen to
her body for it had been raining and sleeting all day. The next day, she traveled through a snow storm, but could not find
any buyers. Finally, she found a buyer, “I sold them to him for just what I could, him making a big profit”.
Through pure grit and pluck, Mrs. Moore survived the war. She lost a husband, father, and a brother during the
war. Her family was forced to leave their home because of Order No. 11; and she found a way to survive until the end of
the war. Mrs. Moore and her family were one of the lucky ones, they were able to move back to their home in the spring of
1866. (Many of those forced off their land were unable to pay their back taxes, and their land sold to the wealthy at Sheriff ’s sales.)
Four years after the war, Francis F. Moore, married H.V.P. Kabrick and moved to a farm north of Oak Grove, Missouri.
Some would say Francis Moore got what she had coming, after all, her men folk were nothing but bushwhackers
and she no doubt aided and abetted the guerrillas. But that’s only one side of the story. Although there were raids and
atrocities on both sides of the border, the civilian population of Western Missouri suffered more than Kansas. In fact, it
didn’t matter if you were a loyalist or a southern sympathizer, you were probably doomed. The Union Army hunted down
and killed southern sympathizers, and the guerrillas fettered out the unionist and killed them. I think history will show
that during the war, the vast majority of depredation and murder of civilians, was in Missouri by Jayhawkers, Redlegs, and
undisciplined Union soldiers.
Sources:

Letter written by Frances F. Kabrick
Military Reports - Quantrill’s raid into Kansas, and pursuit by Union forces
Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield
Brig. Gen. Thomas Ewing Jr.
Lieut. Col. Charles S. Clark
Lieut. Col. Bazel F. Lazear
Maj. Linn K. Thacher
Capt. Charles F. Coleman
Capt. John Ballinger
Lieut. Cyrus Leland Jr.
Lieut. Col. Walter King
Wikipedia, General Order No. 11 (1863)
Leslie, Edward E, The Devil Knows How to Ride
Gregg, William H., A Little Dab of History Without Embellishment
Gilmore, Donald L., Civil War on the Missouri-Kansas Border

Neely, Jeremy, The Border between Them
Connelley, William, E., Quantrill and the Border Wars
Petersen, Paul R., Quantrill in Texas, The Forgotten Campaign, photo of the
George Brothers.
Story compiled by, Jim Bousman
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Miami County Historical Museum’s
Harvest Fest Fundraiser Dinner
10 Nov. Thursday at 6:00 P.M. we will be hosting the museum’s
Harvest Fest Fundraiser dinner at the Paola Community Center
The dinner will have two history programs, entertainment, wine, and dinner will consist of foods
served 150 years ago at harvest time. This is a fundraiser dinner and cost is $25 per guest.
Local businesses are encouraged to purchase a table through a donation of $100 of more, and
decorate the table for their organization as they see fit.
The program will be provided by two different visiting historians with presentations on “19th
Century Cooking” and “Corn and its Importance in 19th century Kansas, to include how it was
processed, with a live demonstration transforming it to cornmeal.
We will finish the night off with a raffle of donated prizes.
Please RSVP by 3 Nov. by e-mail at whursey@hotmail or 913-294-4940

Fall Programs
November 21st, at 6:00 p.m.
John Brown and Miami County
We had a program on Quantrill last July, now we will present the history from the other perspective. This
program will present the history of John Brown providing events and the history of his life, focusing mostly
on his history in Miami County. Was he a revolutionary or radical villain? Come, hear the program and decide for yourself. Cost is free for members of the museum and $2.00 per person for non-members. Program
should last approximately 1 hour.
December 12th, at 6:00 p.m.
Weapons of the Border and Civil Wars
This program will explain the types of weapons used in the Border War/Civil War and their influence. We
will explain and display different weapons including rifles, muskets and pistols and their roles during this
period. Cost is free for members of the museum and $2.00 per person for non-members. Program should
last approximately 1 hour.
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Harvestfest
Fundraiser
Dinner
November 10th.
at the Paola
Community
Center
$25 a guest

Betty Bendorf explains some of the changes to the museum.
left to right George Pretz, Danny Gallagher, Hannes Potter
museum vice president, Wayne Johnson Financial advisor,
Rob Roberts, Jim Wise and Betty Bendorff.

Miami County Commisioners Ron Stiles, Jim Wise, Rob
Roberts, Danny Gallagher and George Pretz visited the
Museum to observe first hand the many improvements
that have transpired since first of this year.

Joe Hursey led a group discussion on the history of Miami County in the
“Dumping of Native Americans” during the Indian resettlement of the
Eastern tribes.
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Kristen and Steven Graue of Middle Creek Winery won the
auction of the William Quantrill painting for $325.00

Oil portrait of William Quantrill painted
and donated by Claud Davis of Paola.

Come in and tour the middle room of the museum to view some of the prize winning exhibits from the 2011
Miami County Fair. There are many 4-H arts, crafts, woodworking and sewing projects on view.

Volunteer Joan Muelller, enters data into the “Past
Perfect” museum cataloging program.
Page 16

The museum has thousands of arrowheads in storage
that will be shown when we have proper display cases.

Mysterious Sinking of U.S.S. Scorpion
May 1968 the U.S.S. Scorpion Nuclear Submarine headed home from its mission in the Atlantic, but six days
later failed to show up at its port in Norfolk, Virginia. A search consisting of over 36 ships and 8,000 men went
under way, but to no avail, the sub was not found along with its 99 crew members.
After weeks of searching the Navy officially declared the sub lost at sea. Almost a year and a half later the lost
sub was found off the coast of the Azores, sitting at 2,000 feet below sea level. From the search craft used to locate the ship, some photos taken that many portions of the submarine were crushed by the deep ocean’s immense
water pressure.
The Navy conducted numerous studies on the possibilities of the submarine fate, but the final official conclusion
stated that the U.S. Navy could not determine the cause of the sinking of the U.S.S. Scorpion. Since this time,
there have been many speculative ideas on what caused the nuclear sub to become lost. One theory is that there
was a mechanical failure, another possibility was that one of its torpedoes exploded on-board and another idea
was that it had a nuclear accident from its nuclear reactor. The most popular thought is that the submarine was
actually torpedoed by the Soviet Union, in retaliation for its sub that was lost in March of 1968 in the Pacific,
which the Soviets believed the Americans had torpedoed.
As a result of the loss of the sub, Miami County lost one
of its citizens, Kenneth Brocker, who was a Naval Machinist aboard the U.S.S. Scorpion when it went down.
Recently we received a donation of one of his uniforms,
complete with shirt, pants, and hat, along with a vast
amount of historical news articles on the sinking of the
U.S.S. Scorpion.
If you would like to learn more about this subject there
are numerous books published on the sinking of the
submarine and the fate of its crew; “All Hands Down”,
by Kenneth Sewell and Jerome Preisler; “Silent Steel:
The Mysterious Death of the Nuclear Attack Sub USS
Scorpion” by Stephen Johnson; “Blind Man’s Bluff: The
Untold Story of American Submarine Espionage” by
Sherry Sontag and Christopher Drew; “Red Star Rogue:
The Untold Story of a Soviet Submarine’s Nuclear Strike
Attempt on the U.S.” by Kenneth Sewell and Clint Richmond; and “Scorpion Down: Sunk by the Soviets, Buried
by the Pentagon: The Untold Story of the USS Scorpion”
by Ed Offley.
Joe Hursey

SSN 589 Crew Patch
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Miami County Publications—Summer Sale
Journeys of Ursuline Academy & College
New this Year! The history of Ursuline Collage with personal stories, scrapbooks and photos,
Hardback price is $35.00 plus $5.00 P&H
Family Histories and Stories of Miami County, Kansas, 1987 VOL I
CD or DVD now available
Reduced Now only $20.00 plus P&H
Hardback

Family Histories and Stories of Miami County, Kansas, 1998 VOL II
$30.00 plus P&H

Cemeteries of Miami County, Vol. I (rural south 2/3 of county)
Beagle, Block, Cashman, Daganett, Debrick, Fontana; Frank, Greenvalley, Herman, Highland, Hodges, Indianapolis,
Jingo, Fressenden, Mannen, Miami, County Poor Farm, Mound Creek/Mount Nebo, New Hope, New Lancaster, Rock
ville, Settle, Spring Gtove, Stanton, Whiteford and Wilson-Raymer Hardback (Reprint) $19.50 plus P&H
Cemeteries of Miami County, Vol. II (north 1/3 of county)
Antioch, Ayers, Bucyrus, Old Marysville, Hillsdale (old & new), Louisburg (old & new), Pleasant Valley, Rock Creek,
Scott’s Valley, Somerset, St. Mary’s, Wagstaff, Wea, Holy Rosary, (Lane & Shively in Franklin Co.)
Hardback (Reprint) $19.50 plus P&H
Cemeteries of Miami County, Vol. III
Paola City, Oswatomie City, Holy Trinty, Memorial Gardens and 1990 updates for all cemeteries
Hardback
$25.00 plus P&H
(Glenwild & Sharen in Cass Co.)
Illustrated Historical Atlas of Miami County, 1878, 1901 or 1927
Photocopies of the original Atlas includes many pictures and ownership maps of the county Softback
$15.00 plus P&H
Index of Taxpayers of Miami County, 1878
Lists of land owners or residents $3.00 plus $1.00 for P&H
The Story of Paola, 1857-1950 by McLachlin
Softback Part 1 and Hardback Part 2 with Index to both parts Sold as a set $19.50 plus P&H Softback Part 1 $9.50
Index only, for original book owners $5.00
And So It Began by Bettie Garrison Ore
The Miami County Historical Society 1965-1980 price $5.00 plus P&H
457 old barns in full color 136 pages

Barns of Miami County, Kansas
$39.95 plus P&H

Probate Index of Miami County, Kansas 1858-1941 CD-ROM $15.00 plus P&H
Paola in 2nd. Half of the 20th Century by Ross, $10.00 plus P&H -Great Book! Good Buy!!
Cliff Wright’s , World War II For One, $18.27 plus P&H and Kansas Folklore $21.46 plus P&H
Lest We Forget (List of Oswatomie Alumni) $6.00 plus P&H
WW I Letters Home by Jim Bousman $25.00 plus $5.00 P&H
See The Dragon by Don Arndt, Grandpas Memories of Vietnam $20.00
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Paola High School Alumni 1888-1988 $4.00 plus P&H
All of the above prices include sales tax. Please make checks to: Miami Co. Gen / Hist Societies
12 E. Peoria, Paola, KS 66071-0123
Phone 913-294-4940
e-mail: museum@mchgm.org
Web site www.thinkmiamicountyhistory.com
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Free Resources for Genealogical Research
As you know, genealogical research has been simplified
with the invention of the internet. The nearly instantaneous
gratification of the internet has thankfully made genealogical research accessible to all researchers, not just the
seasoned genealogist. However, the chief complaint that I
hear about searching for your roots on the internet is the
fees charged for access to information on websites such as
Ancestry.com.
But if you cannot or refuse to pay for your research, there
are other options out there. These are the websites I go to
most often:
The US GenWeb Project – This free website provides archival records on the state and county level. It can be a very
good research tool depending upon how much information
has been provided by that local historical society. It is also
a good resource for county and state formation dates, which
lets you know you are searching in the correct location. The
web address is: http://www.usgenweb.org/
Just click on the State, then the county. Some states and
counties even have search engines on their pages that you
can just type a name into.

By Sheila McNerney

State Historical Societies – Many state historical societies
have searchable databases that contain some records and/or
indexes to records. For example, the Kansas State Historical
Society website can be found at: http://www.kansasmemory.
org/
If a Historical society’s website has the information that you
need, usually you can write to them and they will send the
information for a small fee. Sometimes you can arrange an
“inter-library” loan with your local library if you would like
to borrow microfilm or reference material.
Find a Grave and US GenWeb Tombstone Transcription
Project – By no means are these complete, however, I have
been surprised at the number of ancestors found on these
sites. Sometimes actual tombstone photos will be available.
Cemetery indexes may be found on the US GenWeb website
under “Cemeteries” or “Tombstone Transcription Project”
if the cemetery has been transcribed. These websites may be
found at:
Find a Grave: http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/
fg.cgi?page=gs&

US GenWeb: http://www.usgwtombstones.org/index.html
FamilySearch.Org - This is the LDS website. It has extensive records, especially census and marriage records. https:// Mid-Continent Genealogical Library – Just North of I-70
www.familysearch.org/
in Independence, Missouri, this library dedicated specifically
to genealogy is a gem. And it’s free! This large library has
Genealogy.com – Although this website is not the best resections devoted to family histories, census, Indian records,
source for data, it does have good message boards. Chances and publications by county and state. For example, if you
are that if you’ve been searching for a certain piece of
looking for an index of wills for Sumner County, Tennessee,
information for awhile, someone else probably has run into chances are you will find it. They have numerous documents
the same dead end and you may find some communication on microfilm and microfiche, and extensive records for the
on there. You may even meet some distant cousins on there. State of Missouri. To save time, you can log onto their card
You must set up an account with them to use this site, but it catalog as a guest and search for the publications that you
is free: http://www.genealogy.com/index_r.html
would like to study before you arrive. Just make sure that
your catalog search specifies the Genealogy Library as the
Secretary of State Websites – States such as Missouri and
Mid Continent Public Library has several branches. The
Georgia have actual death certificates available online and
address for their online card catalog is: http://www.mymcpl.
South Dakota has made some early birth records available.
org/catalog
These are limited dates; Missouri’s range between 1910 and
1954. However they also have limited pre-1910 birth and
All of these websites are great resources for genealogideath records. I have not checked every state, but I know
cal research and the best thing about them is that they are
there are records available for the following states at the fol- free. However, if you hit the proverbial brick wall in your
lowing addresses:
research, you might consider joining Ancestry.com for a
limited time. Although it costs approximately $155 annually,
Missouri – http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/resources/death you can subscribe on a month-to-month basis for around
certificates/
$20 per month. Just be sure to notify them in writing when
Georgia – http://cdm.sos.state.ga.us/index.php
you are ready to cancel your subscription. The reason this
South Dakota – http://apps.sd.gov/applications/PH14Over- website is so popular, despite the price, is because it is the
100BirthRec/index.asp
most comprehensive website for genealogical research,
To check the availability for a specific state not listed above, including vital records, census records, family trees, newspasimply type “Iowa State SOS” or “Iowa birth records online” per archives and message boards which allow you to interact
or a similar search into your internet search engine. Who
with other researchers. But if you do not want to pay, you
knows? You may get lucky.
can still get pretty far in your research on the free websites.
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LIBRARY

RESEARCHERS

Our Genealogy Research Library provides the Miami
County records that are needed for you to conduct your
family genealogy research. Have you done yours??

The following are walk-in researchers to the Library during
this last quarter and surname, or information, being searched
for.

We have Probate records, District Court records, Real
Estate Assessment records, Marriage, Birth, Death and
School records and some Census records on microfilm.
Our obituary file is what we have clipped from the newspapers and at this time amounts to about 40,000 records.
As you can see, we can more than likely find your ancestor in our Miami County records. Genealogy often brings
out the detective in you. It is interesting to find out how,
when and why your ancestors came to Miami County,
Kansas.

Mike Ray ( William H Harrison, Newton P Chandler, Lyla
Ann Harrison Chandler, Lucinda Ellen Harrison)
Kimberley Hall (Family History Vol I)
Kathryn Puvogel (Sutton, McCloud)
Mattie Courtney (research on family residence)
Judy Minden (Osmon Funeral Home, Birchard Funeral
Home)
Ruth Ann Weaver (Obits)
Gail Olson (Brewer, Arzberger, Neil, Wright, Knapp, West
families)
Mary Jo Winkler Kaifer (Elisha Winkler, Jacob Winkler,
Lawrence Charles Winkler, Sr„ Mark Winkler)
David W Campbell (Eckerson Smothers, Penry, Ferguson)
Dwayne Rodgers (McNatt, Weese, Looking for Gr-Gr
Grandpa McNatt)
Donald Rosner (Obits)
Naomi Clifton (Copley started Kansas Day)
George Weaver (Ohlmeier)
Deanna Byers (checking obits)
Allen Tomlin (Collins, Miami and Franklin Co. Histories)
Jim Bousman (Robinson History)
Susan Lynch (Sullivan, Matherly)
Linda DeWick (1935 Paola school yearbook)
Cynthia Guy (W.T. Oldham)
Evelyn Sprague (Samuel Bates, J.S. Bates, Bethel Baptist
Church)
Mark Britton (Jonathan Ward, Daniel Davis, Patton)
Linda DeWick ( Thomas Breckenridge land ownership)
Larry & Deanna Byers (Troxel, Barker, Stephenson)
Wanda Smith (John Wesley Woods, Ida Woods Daily, Caroline Dedrick Woods, Levi Lewis & Rachel Thomas )
M. Ward (1928 school yearbook)
Doris Rommelfanger (Blackmore, Sullivan, Pratt)
Anna Lee Billam (Class of 1952 Osawatomie High School,
Obits)
Sandra Husted (Antioch Community)
Joyce Lang (Lee, Troutman, Davey)
John Weaver (Martin)
David Peery, (William Carter, Lucinda Carter, Emma
McLaughlin, George Hoyle, Linda Hoyle, Sarah Hoyle, Jacob
Richart)
Fran Burcham (Parker)
Sandra Husted (Family Histories, School Records)
Patricia Groh (James Howard, Wm H. Darling, Mary Darling, Katie Darling Howard, Linis & Abraham Howard)
Christine Staten (Buchanan, Everhart, Clark)
Robert Wandel (GAR members of Civil War and burial in
cemetery)

To get started , you only have to write down your name,
then write the name of your spouse. Be sure to put dates
and places of that information: like John Smith, born
Dec. 25 1933 at Anytown, State. Married Mary Doe, born
Dec. 26 1932 at Sametown, State. Married Jan. 1 1950
at Anytown, State. Then list your children, names and
dates born. See, you already have one generation listed .
A good practice is to get the documentation together that
proves these dates and places, like birth certificates and
marriage certificate
With the success of doing one generation, now you can
do the same for husband and wife parents and after
that go on to the grandparents on both sides. Now that
is where it usually gets interesting. Be sure and ask any
living relatives for this information and documentation.
Family bibles are also a good source. If these items are
no longer available for the asking, then that is when you
have to start using the records available in libraries such
as ours.
You will find that most genealogy libraries are more then
willing to help. It is always a wonderful day when we can
help someone find something they have been looking for
and we have it in our records. Usually, there are some fees
for copying
There are also printed forms available to put your information on. We are always available to help answer your
questions and to give ideas as to where to look for any
other particular information.
Like we say,

IT BRINGS OUT THE DETECTIVE IN YOU.
Betty Bendorf, Librarian
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Robert Wandel (GAR members of Civil War and burial
in cemetery)
Ron Fleming (Fleming, Stewart, Shipley)
These researchers came from the states of: Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, Colorado, Texas, Nevada, Montana &
S. Dakota, Michigan

QUERIES
Dave Hardin wants a list of genealogical resources that
we have, looking for families of Gordon, Murphy and
Jones
Dan Owen wants obit for Loyd V. Bruce
Vivian Parsons wants information on 3 year old daughter of W.P. Blair & wife Celia.
John G. Grim wants information on John Brown,
Bleeding Kansas & Underground Railroad
Ken Fisher needs help in finding information on Mrs.
Addie Wells maiden name
Diane Etherson would like death certificate for Armene
M Devins and information on death of Adrian R. White
Ali Hecox wants information on John Taylor, Paola
Mayor in 1980s
Dan Owen wants obit for Owen Vernon Seamon
Cindy Jones wants obit for Eva Fretz
Kathy Stotts is looking for information on parents of
Edward Hastings would like information on Ellen
Dickinson, teacher in Paola in 1860s
Paula Claiborne wanted to be put in touch with Carol
Ayres for family research
Diane Moore wants obits for John Beets, Peter Beets,
Mary White Beets.
Terry Healy is looking for any information on Alfred
Leroy Minton
Stephen Crawford wants cemetery & death record of
Leonard Means
Dave Hardin wants information on Rufus Gordon, Mahala Jones Gordon, Laura B Gordon Mize & Matthew J
Gordon.
Pam Stark is researching Mary, Wm & Nancy Sims.

Christine Staten searches the library’s obituary
files for family information. Christine gleaned documents from county records.
The library has county court files that go back into
the 1860s. There are over 40,000 obituaries in our
archives.
We have most of the county newspapers stored in the
basement; going back to 1900 and beyond.

Our library is filled with old document boxes and
ledgers files.

Our research committee headed by Elsie Cordle with
Iris Kluber has researched these queries.
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Miami County
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Harvestfest Fundraiser Banquet
November 10th. at the Paola Community Center

